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The  Story  of  Creation 

THE  Bible  is  God's  word  to  all  the  people  who 
live  in  the  world.     In  it  we  are  told  how  the 
earth  was  made,  and  about  the  first  man  and 
Avoman  who  lived  on  it.    We  learn,  too,  how  sin  came  to 
be  in  the  world,  and  how  Jesus  gave  his  life  to  save  all 
who  would  give  their  hearts  to  him. 

When  we  listen  to  any  story, 
we  like  to  have  it  begin  at  the 
be-gin'ning.   That  is  where 
God  begins  in  telling  us 
the  story  of  the  world 
The   very  first   words 
of    this    story     are 
these :    '"^  In    the    he- 
gin'ning    God   cre-a'- 
ted   the   heaven    and 
'he  earth." 

At  first  the  earth 
was  a  great  shapeless 
mass ;  it  had  no  form, 
and  was  covered  with  a 
dense  darkness,  throug 
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which  no  ray  of  light  ever  shone.     We  have 
never  seen  a  night  so  black  as  that  dark- 
ness.     But    God   said,    ^^Let   there   be 
light:    and    there    was    light;"    for 
when    God    speaks,    his    word    has 
power  to  make  it  so. 

Without  light  eve'ry-thing 

that  grows  on  the  earth  would 

die;  there  would  be  no  grass, 

no  flowers,  no  living,  growing 

thing.    Did  you  ever  notice  how 

pale  and  sickly  a  plant  looks  that 

has  been  kept  for  some  time  in  a 

dark    place "?      Perhaps   you   have 

seen  such  a  plant  set  in  the  ground, 

and  shaded  a  few  days  from  the 

sun's   rays,  till  it  grew  stronger, 

and  its  leaves  became  green,  and 

its   stalk   firm.     Without  light   it 

would  have  died. 

After    God    had    said,     ' '  Let 
there  be  light,"  he  sep'a-ra-ted,  or 
parted,  the  light  from  the   dark- 
ness; and  he  called  the  light  Day, 
and    the    darkness    he     called 
Night.     Thus  he  gave  us  a  time 
for  quiet  rest,  and  a  time  for 
work    and    study    and    play. 
This  was  done  on  the  first  day 
of  cre-a'tion  week. 

On  the  second  day,   God  made 
a   cov'er-ing   for  the   earth,   which 
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extends  all  around  it,  and  is  many  miles  deep.  This 
cov'er-ing  we  call  air.  The  region  of  the  air  is  also 
called  the  fir'ma-ment,  or  sky. 

We  can  not  see  the  air,  but  we  have  all  seen  what  it 
can  do.  When  it  is  in  motion,  it  moves  the  leaves  of 
the  trees,  ripples  the  surface  of  the  waters,  and  fills  the 
sails  of  the  great  ships  on  the  rivers  and  oceans.    Some- 


times  the  motion  of  the  air  is  so  vi'o-lent  that  it  tears 
up  giant  trees  by  their  roots,  takes  the  roofs  from 
houses,  and  tosses  the  waters  of  the  sea  about  in  angry 
waves. 

Although  air  is  very  light,  it  is  heavl-er  than  the 
misty  vapor  that  rises  from  the  lakes  and  rivers  and 
oceans  when  the  light  shines  upon  them.  This  is  why 
the  air  can  hold  up  the  beau'ti-ful  clouds  that  float  about 
in  it,—  sometimes  white  and  fluffy,  and  far  above  our 
heads;  sometimes  black  and  heavy,  with  lightning  flash- 
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iiig  in  their  dark  folds;  and  sometimes  rose'col-ored, 
and  pnrple,  and  red,  and  like  shining  gold. 

As  nothing  can  live  long  without  light,  so  nothing 
can  live  long  without  air.  If  the  cov'er-ing  of  air  were 
taken  away,  in  a  short  time  there  would  be  nothing 
left  alive  on  tlie  earth. 

When  the  earth  was  covered  with  water,  the  land 
under  the  water  was  not   smooth,  like  an  apple,   but 


ROUGH,     WITH     HOLLOWS     AND     HILLS 


rough,  with  hollows  and  hills.  The  Lord  caused  some 
of  these  hollows  to  become  wilder  and  deeper,  till  they 
were  broad  valleys  between  the  higher  places.  In  these 
valleys  the  waters  were  gathered  to-geth'er,  leaving 
dry  places.  God  called  the  dry  land  Earth;  and  the 
waters  that  were  gathered  to-geth'er  he  called  Seas. 

Can  you  think  how  the  earth  looked  when  the  waters 
were  first  gathered  into  seas  and  lakes  and  rivers  ?  Per- 
haps you  have  seen  some  barren  place  where  nothing 
grew.  For  a  short  time  the  dry  land  must  all  have 
looked  something  like  that. 

But  God  did  not  leave  the  earth  in  this  con-di'tion. 
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He   spread   over   it   a   soft,   thid<   carpet   of 

grass,  dotted  with  bright-colored,  sweet-smell- 

iiig   flowers;   and   he   covered   the   hills   with 

forests.     Fruit-trees,  herbs,  and  all  seed-bearing 

plants  were  also  made  on  the  third  day. 

On  the  fourth  day  appeared  the  sun,  to  light 

the  day,   and  the  moon  and  stars,  to  light  the 

night.     "And  God  made  two  great  lights-  the 

greater  light   to   rule   the   day, 

and  the  lesser  light  to  rule  the  -^'^■ 

night:  he  made  the  stars  also." 

These  not  only  divide  the  day  from' 

the  night,  but  they  are  "  for  signs, 

and  for  seasons,  and  for  days,  and 'years." 

The    seasons  -  spring,    summer,    autumn, 

and   wmter-are   marked    by   the 

earth's    journey    around    the"^  sun. 


or 


Next  were  made  the  birds  and  the  insects 
and  the  fishes  -  eve'ry-thing  that  flies  in  the  air  or 
that  swims  in  the  sea.  The  birds  flitted  bus'i-ly  about 
m  the  branches,  choosing  their  nest'ing-places ;  the 
insects  flew  from  flower  to  flower;  and  the  waters 
were  filled  with  fishes  and  other  wa'ter-an-i-mals 
■ihis  was  on  the  fifth  day. 

On  the  sixth  day  were  made  all  kinds  of  four- 
footed  beasts  -  cattle  and  sheep,  cats  and 
dogs,  lions  and  beai-s,  and  many  other 
an'i-mals.  The  creeping  things,  such  as 
lizards  and  cat'er-pil-lars,  were  also  made 
on  the  sixth  day. 


The  Story  of  Creatiort 


17 


God  made  all  this  beau'ti-ful  world  for  a  purpose,   ^^i 
It  was  to  be  the  home  of  man,  who  was  to  be  made  in 
God's  image.     ^^And  God  said,  Let  us  make  man  in 
our  image,  after  our  likeness."     ^^And  the  Lord 
God  formed  man  of  the  dust  of  the  ground,  and 
breathed  into  his  nostrils  the  breath  of  life ;  and 
man  became  a  living  soul. ' '     He  could  think 
about   the   won'der-ful   things   aroimd   him, 
and  could  tell  his  thoughts  in  words.    He 
could  move  about,  and  work,  and  sing, 
and  pray. 

The  Lord  called  this  man  Adam,  and  gave  him  do- 
min'ion,  or  power,  over  the  fish  of  the  sea,  and  over 
the  fowl  of  the  air,  and  over  every  living  thing  that 
dwelt  in  all  the  earth. 

Then   God  caused  all  the  beasts  to  pass   before 
Adam ;    and    ' '  what-so-ev'er    Adam    called    every 
living  creature,  that  was  the  name  thereof;" 
for  the  Lord  gave  Adam  wisdom  to  name  every    A^fij 
creature  just  right. 

After  this  the  Lord  made  a  woman.  Eve,  to 
be  Adam's  wife  — his  helper,  and  com-panlon, 
and  friend.     Adam   and  Eve  were  to  be   the 
father  and  mother  of  all  who  should  live 
on  the  earth. 

The  whole  earth  was  like  a  lovely 
garden.    It  was  much  more  beau'ti- 
ful  than  we  ever  see  it  now,  even  in 
early   summer.      But   the   Lord 
chose  one  place  to  be  the  special 
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home  of  man.  Here  he  planted  a  garden,  and  in  il: 
he  put  every  tree  and  plant  that  was  pleasant  to  the 
sight  or  good  for  food.  In  the  midst  of  the  garden 
was  the  tree  of  life  — a  won'der-ful  tree,  which,  as 
some  suppose,  is  now  in  heaven.  We  are  told  that  this 
tree  bears  twelve  kinds  of  fruit,  and  that  its  leaves  are 
for  the  healing  of  the  nations.  As  long  as  Adam  and 
Eve  loved  and  obeyed  God,  they  could  eat  the  fruit  of 
this  tree.  The  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil  was 
also  in  the  garden. 

Adam  and  Eve  were  not  to  be  idle  in  theii'  home ; 
they  were  to  care  for  it  and  keep  it.  As  they  worked, 
they  could  think  of  the  won'der-ful  things  the  Lord  had 
made,  and  speak  to-geth'er  of  his  love  and  goodness. 

The  work  of  cre-a'tion  was  finished  in  six  days ;  and 
on  the  seventh  day  the  Lord  rested  from  all  his  work. 


THE  SUN,  MOON,  AND  STARS 

''And  God  blessed  the  seventh  day,  and  sanc'ti-fied  it: 
because  that  in  it  he  had  rested  from  all  his  work  which 
God  cre-a'ted  and  made." 

He  did  not  rest  because  he  was  weary,  but  because 
his  work  was  finished.  By  resting  on  the  seventh  day, 
God  set  an  ex-am'ple  to  man,  that  he  should  rest  on 
this  day,  in  honor  of  the  great  Cre-a'tor.  On  this  day, 
man  was  to  rest  from  his  daily  toil,  and  think  about 
God,  and  study  his  works  and  his  Word. 
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The  Sabbath  is  a  me-mo'ri-al  of  cre-a'tion;  that  is, 
it  reminds  us  of  that  won'der-ful  work,  just  as  a  pic- 
ture or  a  statue  or  a  beau'ti-ful  window  in  a  church 
reminds  all  who  see  it  of  the  person  whose  name  it  bears. 
Sometimes  it  happens  that  these  me-mo'ri-als  that  men 
make  to  honor  other  men  wear  out,  or  crumble  to  dust, 
or  are  broken  in  pieces.  But  the  Sabbath,  God's  own 
me-mo'ri-al  of  his  work  of  cre-a'tion,  comes  to  us  week 
by  week.  It  can  never  be  lost  or  destroyed,  but  it  will 
endure  for-ev'er. 

As  the  Lord  looked  at  the  earth  he  had  made,  and  at 
the  happy,  loving  man  and  woman  in  the  garden,  he 
saw  that  all  his  work  was  ' '  very  good. ' '  Therefore  he 
rejoiced  over  it,  and  all  the  angels  in  heaven  rejoiced 
with  him. 


THE  SEVEN  DAYS  OF  CRE-A'tION'S  WEEK 
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In  six  days  God  cre-a'ted  heaven  and  earth. 
The  first  day,  at  a  word,  light  came  to  hirth; 
The  second  day  the  fir'ma-ment  was  made: 
The  third  day^  earth  and  seas  and  grassy  Made; 
The  fourth  day,  sun  and  moon  and  stars  also; 
The  fifth  day,  hirds  above  and  fish  below; 
The  sixth  day,  beasts  were  present  at  God's  call, 
And  man  and  tvoman  to  direct  them  all;  '' 
The  seventh  day  God  blessed  and  san&ti-fied. 
And  as  his  own  me-mo^ri-al  set  aside; 
To  all  on  earth  this  holy  day  is  given 
In  which  to  sing  and  pray  and  think  of  heaven. 
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WHEN  God  placed  Adam  in  the  lovely  garden 
of  Eden,  to  dress  it  and  to  keep  it,  he  talked 
to  him  about  the  trees,  and  told  him  that  he 
might  eat  fruit  from  every  tree  in  the  garden  but  one. 
Even  of  the  twelve  beau'ti-ful  fruits  borne  by  the  tree 
of  life  he  might  freely  eat.  For  a  wise  reason,  God 
saw  that  it  w^ould  not  be  best  for  man  to  eat  of  the 
fruit  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil;  so  he 
told  him  plainly  that  he  must  not  eat  the  fruit  from 

that  tree. 

Just  one  evil  thing  entered  the  garden  —  Satan,  the 
en'e-my  of  God  and  man.     The   sight   of 
the  peace  and  hap'pi-ness  in  that  Eden 
home    made     Satan    en'vi-ous    and 
angry;    and    he    de-ter'mined    to 
tempt  man  to  sin,  and  thus  grieve 
the  heart  of  God.     So  one  time 
when  Eve   was   near   the  tree 
of    knowledge,    Satan    spoke 
to   her,    and  asked  her  if   it 
was  really  true  that  God  had 
said  they  must  not  eat  the  fruit 
of  that  tree. 

Satan  did  not   come  to  Eve 
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in  his  true  form,  but  in  the  form  of  the  serpent,  then 
a  very  beau'ti-ful  creature,  wise  and  gentle.  Eve  was 
surprised  to  hear  a  serpent  speak;  and  instead  of  going 
quickly  away,  and  re-fu'sing  to  listen  to  his  words  about 
the  for-bid'den  tree,  she  stayed  to  talk  with  him. 

Eve  knew  well  what  God  had  com-mand'ed.  ''We 
may  eat  of  the  fruit  of  the  trees  of  the  garden,"  she 
answered;  ''but  of  the  fruit  of  the  tree  which  is  in  the 
midst  of  the  garden,  God  hath  said,  Ye  shall  not  eat 
of  it,  neither  shall  ye  touch  it,  lest  ye  die." 

It  would  have  been  much  better  for  Eve  if  she  had 

turned  away  then  from  the  scene  of  temp-ta'tion ;  but 

she  stayed,  and  listened  to  Satan's  words;  and  fi'nal-ly 

she  ate   of  the  fruit,   and  gave   some   of  it  to   xidam. 

Then  the  glory  with  which  God  had  clothed  Adam 

and   Eve   was   taken    from   them;    and   when 

the  Lord,  whom  they  had  always  been  so  glad 

to  see,  walked  in  the  garden  "in  the  cool  of 

the  day,"  they  were  afraid,  and  tried  to  hide 

themselves  among  the  trees. 

"And  the  Lord  God  called  unto  Adam, 
and  said  unto  him,  Wliere  art  thou^  " 

And  Adam  answered:  "I  heard  thy  voice 
in  the  garden,  and  I  was  afraid,  because  I 
was  naked;  and  I  hid  myself." 

Then  God  said  to  the  man:  "  Wlio  told 
thee  that  thou  wast  naked  ^  Hast  thou  eaten 
of  the  tree,  whereof  I  com-mand'ed  thee  that 
thou  shouldest  not  eat? 

"And   the   man   said.   The   woman   whom 

thou  gavest  to  be  with  me,  she  gave 

me  of  the  tree,  and  I  did  eat. 
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And  the  Lord  God  said  unto  the  woman,  What  is 
this  that  thou  hast  done? 

'^  And  the  woman  said,  The  serpent  beguiled  me,  and 
I  did  eat/' 

Then  God  told  Adam  and  Eve  what  the  result  of 
their  dis-o-be'di-ence  would  be  —  that  they  must  leave 

the  garden,   and  never      enter    it     again;     that 

the   ground   would  bring    forth    thistles 


and  tares 
and  that  suf'fer- 
would  enter  the 
pent  he  said :  ' '  Be- 
done  this,  thou  art 
cattle,  and  above 
field;  upon  thy  ( 
and  dust  shalt  thou 
thy  life. ' '  From  that 
pent  has  crawled 
and  has  been  hated 
both  man  and  beast. 
God,  Adam  and 
*^the  wages  of  sin 
must  therefore  die, 
ever  again  en-joy'- 
one  which  they  had 
But  God's  great 
filled  with  com-pas'- 
be'di-ent   children; 
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and  weeds ; 
ing  and  death 
world.  To  the  ser- 
cause  thou  hast 
cursed  above  all 
every  beast  of  the 
belly  shalt  thou  go, 
eat  all  the  days  of 
day  to  this  the  ser- 
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the  promise  of  the  Seed,— the  Saviour,— who  would 
come  to  the  world  aud  die  for  them,  thus  making  it  pos'- 
si-ble  for  their  sins  to  be  for-giv'en,  and  for  them  to 
have  a  home  in  heaven.  No  other  life  but  that  of  God's 
only  Son,  who  has  power  to  give  life,  could  pay  this 
price. 

In  this  we  see  how  dearly  God  loved  Adam  and  Eve, 
even  after  they  had  sinned,— so  much  that  he  would 
give  his  only  be-got'ten  Son  to  die  for  them.  The  Bible 
says :  ' '  For  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his 
only  be-got'ten  Son,  that  who-so-ev'er  be-liev'eth  in  him 
should  not  perish,  but  have  ev-er-last'ing  life." 

After  talking  with  Adam  and  Eve,  God  gave  them 
coats  of  skin  to  clothe  themselves.  Then  he  sent  them 
out  of  the  garden,  and  placed  at  the  east  of  the  garden 
of  Eden  "  cher'u-bim,  and  a  flaming  sword  which  turned 
every  way,  to  keep  the  way  of  the  tree  of  life. " 

By  this  act  of  dis-o-be'di-ence  Adam  and  Eve  for- 
ev'er  lost  their  beau'ti-ful  home  in  the  garden  of  Eden. 
And,  sadder  yet,  they  could  no  longer  walk  and  talk 
with  God,  or  see  his  face  again. 
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AFTER  Adam  and  Eve  were  sent  out  of  the  garden 
of  Eden,  their  lives  were  full  of  care,  and  they 
had  to  work  hard  for  their  daily  bread.    As  they 
saw  the  flowers  fade,  and  the  leaves  turn  brown  and  fall 
from  the  trees,  they  knew  that  death  had  come  into  the 
world  as  a  result  of  their  sin,  and  their  hearts  were  sad. 

In  order  that  men  might  never  forget  that  the  Re- 
deem'er  was  coming  to  die  for  them,  and  to  show 
that  they  believed  that  his  blood  w^ould  cleanse 
them  from  sin,  God  taught  Adam  and  Eve  to 
offer  sac'ri-fices  to  him.    A  lamb  was  chosen  for  J 

this  of'fer-ing.     As  often  as  a  lamb  was  killed,         ^p 
and  its  blood  shed,  they  were  led  to  think  of  ^^ 

the   cleansing  blood   of   Jesus,   who   is   called        ^^ 
' '  the  Lamb  of  God,  that  taketh  away  the  sin      ^^^ 
of  the  world."  W 

An  of'fer-ing  of  the  first  ripe  fruits  was     f 
also  to  be  brought  to  the  Lord.     This  was  a 
thank-of'fer-ing.     It  showed  that  those  who  brought  it 
were  thankful  for  God's  loving  care.     It  did  not  take 
the  place  of  the  lamb,  but  was  to  be  brought  in  ad-di'- 
tion  to  the  lamb. 

Adam  and  Eve  had  two  sons.    Cain,  the  elder,  tilled 
the   ground;  but   Abel,   the   younger,  was   a   shepherd. 
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Though  these  boys  were  brothers,  and 
were  brought  up  in  the  same  fam'i-ly, 
they  did  not  liave  tlie  same  spirit.  Abel 
was  meek  and  gentle  and  o-be'di-ent;  he 
loved  the  Lord,  and  prayed  every  day 
for  strength  to  o-ver-come'  sin.  But 
Cain  did  not  wholly  choose  the  Lord's 
way.  Sometimes  he  thought  his  own 
way  was  better.  He  was  often  jealous 
and  selfish,  and  was  eas'i-ly  provoked. 

The  time  came  when  Cain  and  Abel  each  brought  an 
of 'f er-ing  to  the  Lord.  Abel  brought  a  lamb,  thus  show- 
ing his  faith  in  the  promised  Re-deem'er,  whose  blood 
would  be  shed  to  save  men  from  sin.  But  Cain  brought 
only  an  of'fer-ing  of  the  fruits  of  the  field. 

The  Lord  not  only  sees  the  things  that  men  do,  but 
he  looks  into  their  hearts,  and  un-der-stands'  their 
thoughts.  As  he  looked  into  the  hearts  of  the  two 
brothers,  he  saw  that  Abel  believed  his  promise,  and 
that  he  trusted  in  the  Lamb  of  God  to  save  him  from 
his  sins.  He  saw,  too,  that  Cain  trusted  in  his  own 
strength,  and  that  he  thought  more  about  his  earthly 
blessings  than  he  did  about  his  need  of  the   Saviour. 

God  ac-cept'ed  Abel's  of'fer-ing,  and 
fire  came  down  from  heaven  and  con- 
sumed it.  But  no  fire  came  down  upon 
Cain's  of'fer-ing,  thus  showing  that  it 
was  not  ac-cept'ed.  This  was  not  because 
God  loved  Abel  better  than  Cain,  but 
because  Abel  obeyed  God,  and  brought 
the  of'fer-ing  that  showed  his  faith  in 
God's  promise.     The   Bible   says,  ''By 
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faith  Abel  oiTered  unto  God  a  more  ex^cel-lent  sac'ri-fice 
than  Cain.'' 

When  Cain  saw  that  his  of  f  er-ing  was  not  ac-cept'ed, 
he  was  very  angry.  The  Lord  asked  him  why  he  was 
angry,  and  told  him  that  if  he  did  well,  he  would  be 
ac-cept'ed  also.  Even  then  Cain  might  have  brought  the 
of  fer-ing  that  would  have  pleased  God.  But  he  chose 
instead  to  keep  the  spirit  of  jeaFous-y  in  his  heart. 
The  longer  he  thought  about  the  matter,  the  more  angry 
he  became;  and  one  day  when  the  two  brothers  were 
to-geth'er  in  a  field,  Cain  slew  Abel.  Thus 
one  sin  led  to  an-oth'er,  and  still  an-oth'er: 
first  un-be-lief ,  tlien  dis-o-be'di-ence,  envy, 
murder,  and  falsehood.  For  when  God  spoke 
to  Cain,  and  asked,  ''Where  is  Abel  thy 
brother'?''  Cain  answered,  ''I  know  not;  am 
I  my  brother's  keeper'?" 

God  had  given  Cain  time  to  think  about  the  dreadful 
thing  he  had  done,  and  to  ask  to  be  for-giv'en.  Bvit 
Cain  felt  no  sorrow  for  his  sin. 

Then  God  said:  "  What  hast  thou  done'?  the  voice  of 
thy  brother's  blood  crieth  unto  me  from  the  ground." 
The  Lord  always  sees  the  things  that  are  done  by     £ 
those  who  live  on  the  earth.     There  is  no  gentle, 
loving  deed  that  he  does  not  see,  no  kind  word  that 
he  does  not  hear,  no  bright  smile  that  he  does  not 
notice.     Such  deeds   and  words  are  pleasing  in 
his  sight.     And  he  sees,  too,  every  cruel  act, 
every   unkind   deed,    and    hears   every    cross      ^J 
word.     All  these  grieve  his  loving  heart. 

The  ground  had  al-read'y  been  cursed  on 
account  of  sin;  but  now,   because  of  Cain's 
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great  sin,  it  was  cursed  again,  and  he  was  told 
that  henceforth  he  should  be  a  fu'gi-tive  and  a 
vag'a-bond  on  the  face  of  the  earth ;  that  is,  he 
should  wander  about  from  one  place  to  an- 
other, having  no  settled  home. 

What  bitter  sorrow  must  have  filled  the 
hearts  of  Adam  and  Eve  as  they  saw  in  these 
things  the  results  of  their  own  dis-o-be'di-ence ! 
Cain  was  an  outcast,  to  be  shunned  and  feared;  and 
Abel  was  dead.  It  is  hard  for  us  even  to  im-ag'ine  their 
grief. 

But  an-oth'er  son,  Seth,  was  given  to  them.  Seth 
feared  the  Lord,  and  lived  a  long  time  to  comfort  his 
parents.  Other  sons  and  daughters  were  born,  and 
their  children  and  grand'chil-dren  made  a  large 
faml-ly.  Some  of  them  were  good,  but  many 
of  them  were  very  wicked. 

Among  those  who  feared  and  served  the  Lord 
was  Enoch,  ''  the  seventh  from  Adam.''  We  are 
not  told  much  about  the  life  of  this  good  man; 
but  we  know  that  he  was  a  prophet ;  that  is,  one 
to  whom  God  shows  what  will  come  to  pass  in 
future  days. 

Enoch  did  not  die.  He  lived  a  pure  and 
holy  life ;  and  when  he  was  three  hundred  and 
sixty-five  years  old,  he  was  taken  to  heaven. 
We  are  told  that  before  he  was  trans-la'ted, 
he  had  the  tes'ti-mo-ny,  or  as-sur'ance,  that 
he  pleased  God. 

This  is  a  won'der-ful  and  beau'ti-ful  thing  to 
be  said  of  any  one;  yet  it  may  be  true  of  any 
child  who  will  let  God  rule  his  heart.    No  matter 
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how  evil  our  sur-round'ings,  we  may  live  pure  lives. 
Like  Enoch,  all  who  are  pure  in  heart  will  some  day 
live  in  God's  beau'ti-ful  home.  He  has  said,  '^'Blessed 
are  the  pure  in  heart:  for  they  shall  see  God." 

Adam  lived  nine  hundred  and  thirty  years  -  almost 
a  thousand.  No  doubt  he  often  gathered  his  children 
and  his  children's  children  around  him,  and  told  them 
the  story  of  cre-a'tion.  He  could  tell  them  about  the  ^ 
lovely  garden  of  Eden,  and  the  won'der-ful  tree  of 
life  that  grew  in  the  midst  of  the  garden.  No  doubt 
Adam  described  the  beau'ti-ful  fruits  borne  by  that 
tree,  and  its  flowers,  which  filled  all  the  air  with  sweetest 
fragrance.  He  told  about  the  tree  of  knowledge,  too, 
and  how  God  had  for-bid'den  them  to  eat  of  its  fruit,  or 

even  to  touch  it. 

Then  came  the  sad  part  of  the  story,  as  Adam  told 
how  they  had  not  obeyed  God,  but  had  eaten  of  the  fruit 
of  this  tree ;  and  how  death  had  come  into  the  world  as 
a  result  of  their  sin. 

Adam  could  tell,  too,  about  the  first  children  -  Cam 
and  Abel.    No  matter  how  long  he  lived,  Adam  could 
never  forget  those  children.    He  re-mem'bered  their  very 
first  days,  when  they  lay  smiling  and  helpless 
his  "arms,   and  how   they  began   to   grow 
run  about  and  talk.     He  told 
how  they  asked  questions  about 
the  things  they  saw,  how  they 
romped  and  played  to-geth'er 
in    the    green    fields,    resting, 
wlien  weary,  in  shady  groves; 
and    how,    before    they    slept, 
they  knelt  at  evening  to  thank 
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their  heav'en-ly  Father  for  his  love 
and  care.  He  told,  also,  how  they 
grew  up,  and  the  dreadful  thing 
that  happened  because  of  one  sin 
that  Cain  allowed  in  his  heart. 

It  was  a  won'der-ful  story,  and 
the  children  loved  to  listen  to  it 
again  and  again.  Think  of  hearing 
about  the  cre-a'tion  of  the  world 
from  one  who  had  heard  the  story 
from  the  Lord  himself!  Think  of 
hearing  about  all  these  other  things 
from  one  who  had  lived  in  the  garden  of  Eden,  and  had 
seen  the  river  of  life  and  the  tree  of  life,  and  knew 
how  the  earth  looked  before  sin  came  into  it!  Would 
you  not  suppose  that  the  children  who  listened  would 
have  chosen  the  Lord's  way,  and  tried  to  serve  him? 
Some  of  them  did  obey  him;  but  there  were  many  Avho, 
like  Cain,  only  partly  gave  him  their  hearts  when  they 
were  young;  and  as  they  grew  older,  they  chose  their 
own  way  more  and  more. 

Think  for  a  moment  of  the  great  ages  of  the  men 
who  lived  in  those  early  days.  Seth,  the  third  son  of 
Adam  and  Eve,  lived  to  be  nine  hundred  and  twelve 
years  old;  and  we  learn  from  the  Bible  that  some  of 
Adam's  de-scend'ants  lived  to  be  still  older.  Enos  was 
nine  hundred  and  five  years  old  when  he  died;  and 
Jared  lived  nine  hundred  and  sixty-two  years  —  thirty- 
two  years  longer  than  Adam  himself. 

Me-thu'se-lah,  the  oldest  man  whose  age  we  have  on 
record,  was  nine  hundred  and  sixty-nine  years  old  when 
he  died.    Perhaps  you  have  a  dear  grand'fa-ther,  whose 
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hair  is  thin  and  white,  and  who  supports  his 
feeble  steps  with  a  cane.  Ask  him  how  old  he  is, 
and  then  compare  his  age  with  that  of  these  men 
of.  whom  we  read  in  the  first  chapters  of  the 
Bible.  You  will  see  that  they  lived  nine,  ten, 
even  twelve  times  longer  than  men  live  now.  . 

God    gave    Adam    and    Eve    perfect   bodies, 

strong   and   beau'ti-ful.      Not    only    could   they 

freely  eat  the  de-li'cious  fruits  of  the  trees  and 

vines  in  the  garden  of  Eden,  but  they  were  also 

allowed  to  eat  the  fruit  of  the  tree  of  life,—  a  fruit 

that  looked  ' '  like  apples  of  gold  and  silver. ' ' 

Besides  being  so  beau'ti-ful  to  look  at,  this 
fruit  is  lif e'giv-ing ;  that  is,  it  causes  those  who 
eat  it  to  live  a  long  time.  This  was  the  reason 
God  did  not  allow  Adam  and  Eve  to  eat  fruit 
from  this  tree  after  they  had  sinned.  As  soon  as 
they  dis-o-beyed'  his  command,  he  sent  holy  angels  to 
guard  the  tree,  and  keep  man  from  coming  near  it. 

The  children   of  Adam   and   Eve   were   strong   and 
beau'ti-ful,  and  lived  hundreds  of  years.     One   of  the 
effects  of  sin  is  to  shorten  life;  and  so,  as  men  became 
more  wicked,  their  bodies  began  to  be  weak,  and  they  . 
did  not  live  to  such  a  great  age. 
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THOUGH  the  earth  had  been  cursed  once  because 
of  Adam's  dis-o-be'di-ence,  and  again  because  of 
Cain's  sin,  it  was  still  much  more  beau'ti-ful  than 
it  is  now.  There  were  no  desert  places,  where  nothing 
grew.  The  wide  valleys  were  filled  with  tall,  waving 
grass,  and  bright-colored  flowers;  beau'ti-ful  shrubs  and 
vines' grew  along  the  riv'er-banks ;  and  the  hills  were 
covered  with  great  forests.  The  trees  were  very  much 
larger  than  any  that  grow  now;  and  their  wood  was 
so  firm  and  hard  and  fine-grained  that  it  would  last 
hundreds  of  years.  You  may  have  seen  an  ap'ple-tree 
filled  with  red  apples,  or  an  or'ange-tree  whose  slender 
branches  were  bowed  with  their  weight  of  golden  balls, 
or  a  peach-tree  with  its  blushing  fruit,  and  have  thought 
there  was  never  an'y-thing  so  pretty  or  so  good.  But  at 
that  time,  fruits  more  lovely 
than  any  we  have  ever  seen, 
and  more  de-li'cious  than  we 
have  ever  tasted,  grew  in 
a-bun'dance.  Eve'ry-thing 
needed  to  make  men  happy 
was  freely  given  to  them. 

But    the    people    became 
more  and  more  wicked.    They 
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made  idols  of  wood  and  stone  and  gold,  and  bowed  down 
to  worship  them  instead  of  praying  to  God.  In  the  fields 
and  woods  where  they  should  have  thought  about  their 
Cre-a'tor,  and  studied  his  Avorks,  they  built  altars  to 
these  idols,  and  made  feasts  to  them.  They  built  beau'- 
ti-ful  homes  for  themselves,  too,  and  ate,  and  drank,  and 
lived  only  for  their  own  pleasure. 

As  the  Lord  looked  at  the  earth,  and  saw  how 
wicked  the  people  had  become,  the  Bible 
tells  us  that  it  ' '  grieved  him  at  his 
heart. ' '     Then  the  Lord  said :  ^  ^  I 
wall  destroy  man   whom  I  have 
cre-a'ted  from  the  face  of  the 
earth;  both  man,  and  beast, 
and    the    creeping    thing, 
and  the  fowls  of  the  air; 
for  it  re-pent^eth  me  that 
I  have  made  them." 

But    God    would    not 
destroy    the    people    with- 
out telling  them  what  was 
He  would  first  send 
a  warning  to  the  world,  and  make  a 
way  for  every  one  to  be  kept  alive  who  would  repent, 
and  turn  from  sin. 

There  were  still  a  few  men  who  loved  the  Lord. 
Noah,  the  grandson  of  Me-thu'se-lah  and  the  great'- 
grand-son  of  Enoch,  was  one  of  these.  Because  he  was 
faithful,  the  Lord  chose  him  to  warn  the  world  of  the 
flood.  For  the  Lord  said:  "  I,  even  I,  do  bring  a  flood 
of  waters  upon  the  earth,  to  destroy  all  flesh." 

Do  you  know  what  a  flood  is?     Sometimes  when  it 


coming. 
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rains  very  hard  for  a  long  time,  the  rivers 
rise  higher  and  higher,  and  fi'nal-ly  flow  over 
their  banks,  and  the  water  spreads  over  the 
low  country  all  around.  When  this  happens, 
we  say  there  is  a  flood.  In  the  great  flood 
that  the  Lord  was  to  bring  upon  the  world, 
the  whole  earth  was  to  be  covered  with  water, 
instead  of  one  little  part  of  it. 

When  the  Lord  told  Noah  about  the 
flood,  he  also  told  him  to  make,  a  great  boat, 
called  an  ark,  and  gave  him  careful  di-rec'- 
tions  con-cern'ing  its  building.  In  this  ark 
Noah  and  his  fam'i-ly,  and  any  others  who 
would  believe  Noah's  message,  might  be  saved  when 
the  flood  came. 

The  ark  was  made  of  a  light  but  very  strong  wood 
called  gopher  wood,  and  was  covered  with  pitch  outside 
and  in,  to  make  it  wa'ter-tight.  It  was  about  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty  feet  long,  and  three  stories  high,  and  had 
a  door  in  the  side  and  a  window  in  the  top.  Within 
were  rooms  for  men  and  an'i-mals,  and  for  storing  food. 

For  one  hundred  and  twenty  years  Noah  worked  on 
the  ark.  As  he  worked,  he  warned  the  people  that  a 
flood  was  coming,  which  would  destroy  every  living 
thing.  Not  only  did  he  work  and  preach,  but  he  also 
in-vi'ted  all  who  would  to  enter  the  ark,  and  be  kept 
alive. 

No  doubt  the  people  laughed  at  Noali,  and  thought 
him  a  foolish  old  man;  for  it  had  never  rained,  as  we 
see  water  come  down  from  the  clouds.  Instead  of  rain, 
^^  there  went  up  a  mist  from  the  earth,"  and  watered  it. 
Because  the  people  had  never  seen  rain  fall,  they  did 
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not   believe   such    a    thing   was 
pos'si-ble.      Perhaps    some    be- 
lieved for  a  time;  but  as  years 
passed,  and  things  went  on  just 
as  before,  thev  returned  to 
their  evil  ways.     But 
Noah  kept  on  building 
%::^    the  boat,  and  warning 
the  people ;  and  at  last 
the   ark   was  finished,    and 
the    storerooms   were   filled 
with  food  for  man  and  beast. 
Then   the    Lord    told 
Noah  to  take 
his  wife  and 

his  three   sons, 

ghem.    Ham,    and 

Japheth,  and  their  wives, 

and  go  into  the  ark.    He  also  gave 

him  di-rec'tions  con-cernlng  the  beasts. 

Of  the  clean  beasts  and  birds,— those  that 

ate  only  grains  and  grass,  and  were  offered  in 

sac'ri-fice,— seven  pairs  of  each  kind  were  to  be  taken 

into  the  ark.     Those  an'i-mals  that  kill  other  an'i-mals, 

and  eat  their  flesh,   and  those  that  have  filthy  habits, 

were  called  ^^  unclean  beasts."     Of  these  only  two  of 

each  kind  were  to  l)e  kept  alive. 

Noah  and  his  sons  could  never  have  col-lect'ed  all 
these  beasts  and  birds;  but  when  the  time  came,  and 
the  boat  was  ready,  and  the  people  had  been  warned,  the 
Lord  caused  the  anl-mals  to  come  from  forest  and  field, 
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and  the  birds  from  their  hidden  homes,  and  qui'et-ly 
enter  the  ark.  With  them  came  also  the  right  number 
from  meadow  and  fold  and  yard— horses  and  cattle 
and  sheep  and  fowl.  What  a  won'der-ful  sight,  to  see 
lions,  bears,  and  wolves  walking  peace'ful-ly  into  the 
great  boat  with  the  tiny  creatures  of  the  woods  and 
the  timid  sheep! 

As  the  people  saw  these  an'i-mals  coming,  by  twos 
and  by  sevens,  and  going  into  the  ark,  it  was  a  sign  to 
them  that  the  flood  of  which  they  had  heard  so  many 
years  was  at  last  about  to  come.  Even  then  they,  too, 
might  have  entered,  but  they  would  not.  They  did 
not  wish  to  leave  their  beau'ti-ful  hom.es,  their  busi- 
ness, their  pleasures;  so  they  would  not  heed  the  sign, 
but  turned  awav. 

When  Noah  and  his  fam'i-ly  and  all  the  anl-mals 
were  in  the  ark,  the  Lord  himself  closed  the  great  door, 
thus  shutting  them  in.  And  when  that  door,  which  had 
stood  open  so  long,  was  shut,  no  one  could  open  it. 

Still  for  seven  days  it  did  not  rain.  Perhaps  as  the 
sun  shone  bright,  the  birds  sang  as  sweeth^  as  ever,  and 
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eve^ry-thing  looked  just  as  before,  the  people  laughed 
at  Noah,  mocking  and  taunting  him.  But  Noah  knew 
that  God  had  led  him,  and  he  trusted  in  the  Lord.  Do 
you  think  it  would  be  pleasant  to  know  God's  will  as 
plainly  as  Noah  knew  it'^  The  Lord  is  just  as  able  and 
just  as  willing  to  guide  any  little  child  as  he  was  to  lead 
Noah.  He  says  he  will  guide  the  meek.  Those  who  lis- 
ten shall  hear  a  word  behind  them,  saying,  "  This  is  the 
way,  walk  ye  in  it.'' 

After  seven  days  the  people  began  to  see  a  change  in 
the  sky.  Great  clouds,  black  and  angry,  shut  out  the 
light  of  the  sun.  The  wind  rose,  blowing  harder  and 
harder  each  moment.  Lightning  flashed  from  cloud  to 
cloud,  or  from  the  clouds  to  the  earth,  and  the  sound  of 
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thunder  was  added  to  the  roaring  of 
the  wind.     Then,  as  the  Bible  tells 
ns,  "  the  waters  of  the  flood  were 
upon  the  earth.''     The  rain  fell 
in  raging  torrents,  as  if  poured 
out  of  the  sky.     It  beat  down  the 
growing  grain  into  the  earth,  stripped 
the  leaves  and  fruit  and  branches  from 
the  trees,  and  killed  many  of  the  smaller  anl-mals. 

A  dreadful  fear  was  in  the  hearts  of  the  people. 
There  was  no  safety  an'v- where.  As  the  storm  increased, 
their  beau'ti-ful  homes  and  strong  buildings  were  beaten 
down,  the  idols  in  which  they  had  trusted  were  broken 
to  pieces,  and  the  great  trees  were  torn  up  by  the  roots, 
falling  in  every  di-rec'tion.  Not  only  did  torrents  of 
water  fall  from  the  clouds,  but  rushing  rivers  burst 
out  of  the  ground,  breaking  up  the 
surface  of  the  earth,  and  throw- 
ing huge  rocks  into  the  air. 

In    all    this    dreadful  * 

storm,  God's  strong  an- 
gels kept  the  ark  from 
harm.  As  the  people  saw 
the  ark  safe  when  eve'ry- 
thing  else  was  being  des- 
troyed, how  they  must 
have  longed  to  enter  it! 
But  the  door  was  shut: 
no  one  could  go  in. 

Forty  days  and  forty 
nights  the  fearful  storm 
lasted.     Day  by  day  the 
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water  rose  higher  and  higher,  till  only  the  tops  of  the 
mountains  could  be  seen.  At  last  even  these  were  cov- 
ered, and  the  water  flowed  deep  above  them.  ''All  in 
whose  nostrils  was  the  breath  of  life,  of  all  that  was  in 
the  dry  land,  died.  And  every  living  substance  was 
destroyed  which  was  upon  the  face  of  the  ground,  both 
man,  and  cattle,  and  the  creeping  things,  and  the  fowl 
of  the  heaven;  and  they  were  destroyed  from  the  earth: 
and  Noah  only  remained  alive,  and  they  that  were  with 
him  in  the  ark.'' 

The  earth  was  greatly  changed  by  the  flood.  New 
o'cean-beds  were  formed,  and  in  some  places  wide  valleys 
were  made  by  the  action  of  the  water.  In  other  places 
great  masses  of  earth  and  rock  were  heaped  up,  some- 
times thousands  of  feet  high.    The  forests  of  giant  trees 
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that  grew  before  the  flood  were  buried  deep  in  the  earth 
at  that  time.  There  they  have  changed  to  coal,  which 
is  now  dug  out  by  men  and  boys  who  work  deep  down 
in  the  earth.  This  coal  we  burn  in  our  stoves  and 
grates  to  keep  us  warm.  Oil  and  gas  are  formed  in. 
these  coal-beds,  and  these  are  also  used  for  heat  and 
light  and  in  many  other  ways.  Thus  at  the  flood  the 
Lord  pro-vi'ded  for  the  needs  of  those  who  should  later 
live  on  the  earth. 

For  five  long  months  the  ark  moved  to  and  fro  over 
the  waters.  That  must  have  seemed  a  long  time  to  Noah, 
and  those  who  were  with  him;  but  they  knew  that  the 
Lord  would  keep  them  safely,  and  give  them  a  home  on 
the  earth  again. 

The  Bible  tells  us  that  ''God  re-mem'bered  Noah, 
and  every  living  thing,  and  all  the  cattle  that  was  with 
him  in  the  ark."  By  and  by  he  sent  a  strong  wind  to 
dry  up  the  waters.  As  they  sank  away,  the  ark  came 
to  rest  upon  the  mountains  of  Ar'a-rat,  and  was  no 
longer  borne  hither  and  thither  by  the  wind. 

After  forty  days  Noah  opened  the  window  of  the  ark, 
and  sent  forth  a  raven  and  a  dove,  ''  to  see  if  the  waters 
were  a-ba'ted  [or  dried  away]  from  off  the  face  of  the 
grovmd."  The  raven  did  not  return,  but  flew  to  and 
fro  until  the  waters  were  dried  up ;  but  the  dove  found 
no  place  to  rest,  and  at  last,  very  weary,  she  came  back 
to  the  ark,  and  Noah  ''put  forth  his  hand,  and  took 
her,    and    pulled    her    in    unto    him    into 

the  ark." 

Seven  days  later  Noah  sent  out  the  dove 
again;  and  at  evening  she  returned  with 
an  olive  leaf  in  her  mouth.     Then  Noah 
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and  his  fam'i-ly  were  very  happy;  for  they  knew  that 
things  were  be-gin'ning  to  grow. 

After  an-oth'er  week  had  passed,  Noah  sent  out  the 
dove  once  more,  and  this  time  she  did  not  return.  And 
Noah  ^^  looked,  and,  behold,  the  face  of  the  ground  was 
dry.''  Then  the  Lord  opened  the  door  of  the  ark,  and 
told  Noah  to  go  forth  out  of  it,  with  his  sons,  and  their 
wives,  and  all  the  anM-mals. 

**  And  Noah  went  forth,  and  his  sons,  and  his  wife, 
and  his  sons'  wives  with  him:  every  beast,  every  creep- 
ing thing,  and  every  fowl,  and  what-so-ev'er  creepeth 
upon  the  earth,  went  forth  out  of  the  ark." 

The  first  thing  that  Noah  did  when  he  left  the  ark, 
was  to  build  an  altar,  and  make  a  thank'of-fer-ing  to 
God  for  his  won'der-ful  de-liv'er-ance.  The  Lord  was 
pleased  that  Noah  did  this  before  he  began  to  build  a 
home  for  himself.  The  grat'i-tude  in  Noah's  heart  was 
like  a  sweet  fragrance  to  the  Lord.  The  Bible  says: 
' '  And  the  Lord  smelled  a  sweet  savor ;  and  the  Lord 
said  in  his  heart,  I  will  not  again  curse  the  ground  >/' 
any  more  for  man's  sake;  neither  will  I  again  W{ 
smite  any  more  eve'ry-thing  living,  as  I  have  done.  ^ 
While  the  earth  re-main'eth,  seed-time  and  har- 
vest, and  cold  and  heat,  and  summer  and  winter, 
and  day  and  night  shall  not  cease."  Then  God 
blessed  Noah  and  his  sons.  He  also 
made  a  cov'e-nant,  or  promise,  with 
Noah,  and  with  every  living  creature 
that  he  would  not  again  destroy  the 
earth  by  a  flood. 

In    order    that    men    might    re- 
mem'ber    this    promise,    and    might 
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never  be  afraid,  when  they  saw  it  rain,  that  an-oth'er 
flood  would  come,  the  Lord  said :  ^  ^  I  do  set  my  bow  in 
the  cloud,  and  it  shall  be  for  a  token  of  a  cov'e-nant 
between  me  and  the  earth.  And  it  shall  come  to 
pass,  when  I  bring  a  cloud  over  the  earth,  that  the  bow 
shall  be  seen  in  the  cloud:  and  I  will  re-mem'ber  my 
cov'e-nant;  and  the  waters  shall  no  more  become  a 
flood  to  destroy  all  flesh.  And  the  bow  shall  be  in  the 
cloud;  and  I  will  look  upon  it,  that  I  may  re-mem'ber 
the  ev-er-last'ing  cov'e-nant  between  God  and  every 
living  creature." 

Is  it  not  a  won'der-ful  thought  that  when-ev'er  we  see 
the  shining  bow  in  the  clouds,  we  may  know  that  God 
sees  it  too,  and  is  re-mem'ber-ing  his  promise  to  Noah  ? 


THE    RAINBOW    AFTER   THE    STORM 
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THE    LANGUAGE    OF    THE    PEOPLE    CHANGED 
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AFTER  Noali  came  out  of  the  ark,  he  planted  a 
vineyard,  and  began  to  make  a  home  for  him- 
self. His  sons  and  their  wives  lived  near  him. 
There  were  only  those  eight  persons  in  all  the  world. 
But  they  were  busy,  and  as  long  as  they  served  the  Lord 
fully,  they  were  haj^py.  When-ev'er  it  rained,  and  they 
saw  the  bright-coFored  rainbow  shining  on  the  clouds, 
they  re-mem'bered  God's  cov'e-nant  that  he  would  not 
again  destroy  the  earth  by  a  flood.  As  the  days  passed, 
the  seasons  came  and  went,— spring,  and  summer,  and 
autumn,  and  winter, —  just  as  he  had  promised.  The 
seed  that  was  sown  sprang  up,  and  rich  harvests  were 
gathered  in;  the  vineyard  that  Noah  planted  was  fra- 
grant with  ri'pen-ing  clusters  of  grapes;  and  the  sheep 
and  cattle  were  in-creas'ing  to  large  flocks  and  herds. 
Little  children  filled  the  tents  with  their  laughter  and 
singing,  and  followed  their  fathers  about  in  the  fields. 
For  a  time  all  was  peaceful  and  happy. 

Noah  was  six  hundred  years  old  when  he  went  into 
the  ark,  and  he  lived  three  hundred  and  fifty  years  after 
the  flood,  thus  living  to  the  great  age  of  nine  hundred 
and  fifty  years.  He  had  often  heard  the  story  of  the 
cre-a'tion  and  man's  sin,  from  Me-thu'se-lah,  his  grand'- 
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fa-ther,  who  had  heard  it  from 
his  father  Enoch.  Now  Noah 
could,  in  turn,  tell  this  won'- 
der-ful  story  to  his  grand'chil- 


dren    and    o:reat'2:rand- 


as  they  grew 
teach  them  the 
before  the 
about  the 
urged  them  to 
warning  them 
But  sin  en- 
ful  place, 
seen  d'an  t  s 


chil-dren ;    and 
older,   he   could 
his'to-ry    of    the    world 
flood.    He  told  them,  too, 
ih   promised    Saviour,    and 
/    ■  k  1       serve    the    Lord, 
against  sin. 
tered  this  peace- 
Many  of  Noah's  de- 
chose    their    own    way 
instead   of  serving  the 
Lord.      As    the    people 
increased,    num'ber-ing 
first  hundreds,  then 
thousands,    sin    increased 
also;    and    the    two    classes 
—  the     righteous     and    the 
Avicked  — lived  on  the  earth 
as  they  had  l)efore  the  flood. 

Noah  and  his  sons  made 
their  homes  near  the  mountains 
where  the  ark  had  rested;  bui 
as  their  children  and  grancVchil-dren  grew  up,  and 
wished  to  have  homes  of  their  own,  some  of  them  formed 
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com'pa-nies,  and  moved  away  into  other  places.  This 
was  the  Lord's  plan  — he  wished  the  people  to  scatter 
out,  and  fill  the  earth.  But  those  who  loved  their  own 
way  did  not  follow  this  plan.  They  liked  to  stay  to- 
geth'er,  and  become  rich,  and  have  a  pleasant,  easy 
time.     They  did   not    wish   to    hear    about    the 

Lord  or  ii     ^  about  his  dealings  with  men. 


THE   PLAIN   OF   SHINAR 


Such  a  com'pa-ny  found  a  beau'ti-ful,  fertile  plain  in 
a  land  called  Shinar;  and  here  they  de-ci'ded  to  build  a 
city,  and  es-tab'lish  themselves.  '^Let  us  make  brick,'' 
they  said,  "  and  build  us  a  city  and  a  tower,  whose  top 
may  reach  unto  heaven;  and  let  us  make  us  a  name, 
lest  we  be  scattered  abroad  upon  the  whole  earth." 

These   men  had  an-oth'er  reason   for   building  the 
tower.     Even  though  they   did  not   wish  to   hear 
how  the  Lord  destroyed  the   wicked   people   who  .. 
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lived  on  the  earth  before  the  flood,  still  they  could  not 
forget  that  there  had  been  a  flood.  Every  time  a  dark 
cloud  gathered  in  the  sky,  they  were  afraid  an-oth'er 
flood  was  coming;  for  they  did  not  believe  God's  prom- 
ise. The  beau'ti-ful,  shining  bow  did  not  calm  their 
fears ;  for  they  would  not  believe.  They  could  not  take 
any  real  pleasure  in  their  lovely  valley,  or  their  fine 
city,  with  this  fear  in  their  hearts.  So  they  de-ci'ded 
to  build  a  tower.  They  thought  that  if  they  made  it 
very  high  and  strong,  it  would  stand,  even  if  an-oth'er 
flood  did  come,  and  that  they  could  go  into  it,  and  be 
safe.  Was  it  not  foolish  to  be  so  afraid  of  something 
that  the  Lord  had  said  would  never  happen?  But 
they  did  not  believe;  it  was  un-be-lief  that  made  them 
afraid. 

There  is  a  Strong  Tower,  to  which  men  may  run 
for  safety  in  times  of  danger,  but  it  is  not  built  with 
men's  hands.  Many  names  are  given  in  the  Bible  to  our 
Cre-a'tor  and  Re-deem'er,  and  these  names  all  tell  some- 
thing that  he  is  to  his  people.  He  is  called  Jesus,  Sa- 
viour, because  he  saves  his  people  from  their  sins;  the 
Prince  of  peace,  because  he  will  set  up  his  kingdom  of 

peace  in  the  heart  of  every 
one  who  serves  him;  Guide 
and  Coun'sel-or,  because  he  di- 
rects and  gives  wisdom  to 
those  who  go  to  him  in  times 
of  danger  and  per-plex'i-ty ; 
the  Good  Shepherd,  because 
he  cares  for  his  children  as 
^lf:^./J  ten'der-ly  as  a  kind  shepherd 
cares  for  the  sheep  and  lambs 
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of  his  flock.  In  olden  times,  men  built  high  walls  around 
their  viFla-ges  and  towns  and  cities,  to  protect  their 
homes  and  wives  and  children  from  their  en'e-mies.  In 
these  walls  were  strong  towers,  where  men  kept  watch 
to  see  when  danger  came  near,  and  where  the  people 
might  go  in  times  of  peril.  Because  to  his  people  the 
Lord  is  a  refuge  safer 
than  any  high  tower  that 


TOWER  OF  ANCIENT   WALLED   CITY 


men  can  build,  he  is  called  our  High  Tower,  and  in  an- 
oth'er  place  our  Strong  Tower,  where  the  righteous  may- 
run  and  be  safe.  In  this  High  Tower  those  un-be- 
liev'ing  men  and  women  might  have  found  a  safe  ref- 
uge from  their  fears.  Alas,  that  they  did  not  put  their 
trust  in  him! 

The  people  worked  very  hard  building  the  tower. 
Great  stones  were  cut,  and  laid  in  place  for  the  f oun-da'- 
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tion,  and  day  after  day  the  walls  slowly  rose  higher 

and  higher.     The   people   did  not  have   such  tools  to 

work  with  as  men  have  now,  and  it  was  much  harder 

to  put  the  large   stones,   or  blocks,   in   place 

but  they  built  care'ful-ly,  and  the  tower  had 

a  firm,   deep   foun-da'tion,    and   solid   walls. 

Near    the    ground    it    was    di-vi'ded    into 

rooms.     Some  of  these  rooms  were  beau' 

ful-ly  finished,  and  idols  were  set  up  in 

them.     As  the   people  looked   at   the 

tower,  and  saw  how  strong  its  walls 

were,    and   how   far   it   reached   up 

toward   the   blue    sky,    their    hearts 

were  filled  with  pride. 

"  And  the  Lord  came  down  to  see  the  city  and  the 
^\  tower,  which  the  children  of  men  builded.'' 
4V^  Grod  had  known  about  the  tower  from  the  time 
these  men  first  began  to  think  about  building  it,  and 
he  knew  just  why  they  trusted  in  it.  But  he  let 
them  go  on  with  the  work  of  building,  so  that  he 
might  teach  them,  and  all  who  should  live  on  the 
earth  after  them,  how  foolish  it  is  for  men  to  trust 
in  their  own  strength  and  power  and  in  the  great 
things  they  can  do. 

You  know  that  many  dif fer-ent  lan'gua-ges  are 

now    spoken.      If    you    have    begun    to    study    French 

or  German,  you  may  sometimes  wish  there  were  only 

one  language  in  the  world.     That  is  just  the  way  it 

was   when  the  Lord   came   down   to   see   the   city 

and   the   tower,— only    one    language    was 

spoken  in  all  the  earth;  and  that  was  the 

language  that  God  had  given  to  Adam  and 


"to  show  god's  dis-pleas'ure,  lightnings  from  heaven  broke 

OFF  the  top  of  their  TOWER." 


The  Story  of  the  Tower  of  Bdhel 


71 


Eve.     "  The  whole  earth  was  of  one  language,  and  of 
one  speech/' 

And  the  Lord  said,  '^  Let  us  go  down,  and  there  con- 
found their  language,  that  they  may  not  un-der-stand' 
one  an-oth'er's  speech." 

God  was  displeased  wdtli  the  work  of  these  wicked 
men,  and  he  changed  their  language.  Some  spoke  in 
one  tongue,  and  some  in  an-oth'er,  so  that  one  could  not 
un-der-stand'  what  an-oth'er  said. 

Then  the  men  who  were  building  the  tower  were  in 
great  distress.  The  builders  at  the  top  of  the  tower 
would  call  for  something  that  they  needed,  and  those 
who  listened  could  not  un-der-stand'  what  was  said. 
When  the  o-ver-se'ers  of  tlie  work  gave  commands  for 
certain  things  to  be  done,  the  men  did  something  else. 
All  w^as  con-fu'sion. 

Of  course  men  could  not  work  to-geth'er  in  this 
way;  so  the  building  of  the  city  and  of  the  tower  was 
stopped,  and  the  people  went  away.  The 
Bible    says,    ^^  They    left    off    to    build." 

Thus    the    pride    of    these    wicked 
men  was  humbled.    They  had  wanted 
to  make  a  city  and  a  tower,  that 
they    might    have     a     name     for 
themselves,  and  not  be  scattered 
abroad.     But  the  Lord  showed 
them  how  little  *real  strength 
they   had,   and   scattered 
them  abroad  in  the  earth. 

The  same  God  who 
looked  down  from  heaven, 
and  saw  the  wicked  men 
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who  built  the  tower  of  Babel,  sees  all  the  people  who 
live  upon  the  earth  to-day.  No  matter  where  they  are, 
or  what  they  are  doing,  he  sees  them.  ^^  The  Lord 
looketh  from  heaven;  he  be-hold'eth  the  sons  of  men.'^ 
If  they  live  only  to  please  themselves,  to  obtain  fine 
clothes  and  beau'ti-ful  homes,  if  they  are  selfish  and 
cruel  and  unkind,  God  sees  it  all. 

Not  only  does  the  Lord  see  the  evil  things  that  men 
do,  but  he  knows  their  very  thoughts.  The  Bible  says, 
"  He  knoweth  the  secrets  of  the  heart."  No  evil,  wicked 
thought  can  be  hidden  from  his  pure  eyes.  Men  may 
hide  their  evil  thoughts  from  one  an-oth'er,  but  they 
can  not  hide  them  from  God. 

God  sees,  too,  every  one  on  the  earth  who  loves  him 
and  is  trying  to  serve  him.  Es-pe'cial-ly  does  he  look 
upon  and  love  the  children.  He  calls  them  the  lambs  of 
his  flock,  and  ten'der-lv  invites  them  to  come  to  him. 
*^Fear  not,  little  flock,"  he  says;  ^^for  it  is  your 
Father's  good  pleasure  to  give  you  the  kingdom." 

What  does  the  Lord  see  when  he  looks  at  us  to-day^ 
Does  he  see  hearts  fllled  with  pride  and  self-love  •?  Does 
he  see  un-kind'ness,  lying  lips,  and  deceit"?  Or  does  he 
see  gentle  lives,  kind  words,  pure  thoughts,  and  helpful, 
un-self'ish  acts^  Is  he  pleased  as  he  looks  upon  us,  or 
grieved,  as  he  was  with  the  un-be-liev'ing,  wicked  men 
who  built  the  tower  of  BabeH 
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AFTER  the  Lord  confused  the  language  of  the 
people  at  the  tower  of  Babel,  little  com'pa-nies 
who  could  un-der-stand'  one  an-oth'er's  speech 
went  away  to  live  by  themselves.  In  time  these  com'pa- 
nies  increased  till  they  formed  large  nations,  strong  and 
pow'er-ful.  Many  of  them  worshiped  idols;  but  there 
were  always  a  few  among  them  who  served  the  Lord. 

Abram,  who  lived  in  the  land  of  the  Chaldees,  was  a 
good  man,  and  the  Lord  chose  him  to  be  the  father  of  a 
nation  that  should  obey  his  commands,  keep  his  Sabbath, 
and  honor  him  in  all  their  ways.  If  they  did  this,  they 
would  teach  all  the  nations  about  the  true  God. 

One  time  when  Abram  was  thinking  about  God,  the 
Lord  spoke  to  him.  ''  Get  thee  out  of  thy  country,''  he 
said,  ^^and  from  thy  kindred,  and  from  thy  father's 
house,  unto  a  land  that  I  will  show  thee."  The  Lord 
also  made  a  number  of  prom'i-ses  to  Abram.  ^^I  will 
bless  thee,"  he  said,  ^^and  thou  shalt  be  a 
blessing."  He  also  promised  to  make  of 
Abram 's  faml-ly  a  great  nation. 

One  more  promise,  the  most  precious  of 
all,  w^as  given  to  Abram  at  this  time.  The 
Lord  said  to  him :  ^  ^  In  thee  shall  all  f am'i- 
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lies  of  the  earth  be  blessed."  Abram  un-der-stood'  by 
this  that  it  was  in  some  fam'i-ly  of  his  de-scend'ants 
that  the  promised  Saviour  — the  little  child  Jesus  — 
would  be  born. 

Though  he  was  an  old  man,  Abram  did  not  stop  to 
ask   why   he   should  leave  his   home    and 
friends,  nor  why  the  Lord  could  not  give 
him   these   blessings    where    he   was.      He 
took  his  wife,   and  his  nephew  Lot, 
with  their  servants  and  camels,  flocks 

and  herds,  and  set 
out  on  his  journey. 
He    did    not    know 
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how  long  it  would  take,  nor  even  where  he  was  going. 
We  are  told  that  ''he  went  out,  not  knowing  whither 
he  went.'' 

It  was  a  large  com'pa-ny;  and  because  of  the  little 
children,  and  the  flocks,  and  the  aged  members  of  the 
household,  they  could  go  only  a  little  way  each  day.  At 
evening  they  pitched  their  tents  near  a  spring,  or  be- 
side a  clear  brook,  or  on  some 
green  riv'er-bank,  and  camped 
for  the  night.  In  the  morning, 
they  went  on  again.  Sometimes 
they  stayed  in  one  place  for  a 
while,  till  the  Lord  told  them  to 

go   forward.     All   the   way 

God  led  them. 

At    last    the    com'pa-ny 

entered  the  land  of  Canaan, 


ABRAM   AND   HIS   ALTAR   OF   SAC'RI-FICE 

WHEN-EV'eR  ABRAM  ENCAMPED,   HE  BUH^T  AN  ALTAR  AND  LEFT  IT  STANDING  AS  A 
ME-MO'RI-AL   of    his   WORSHIP   OF   THE   TRUE   COD. 
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and  pitched  their  tents  in  the  plain  of  Moreh. 
Here  the  Lord  appeared  to  Abram  again,  and 
said,  ^^Unto  thy  seed  will  I  give  this  land/' 
Perhaps  Abram  wondered  how  the  land  conld  ever  be- 
long to  his  heirs,  when  he  had  no  child,  and  when  the 
people  who  lived  in  it  were  so  strong  and  warlike;  still 
he  believed  God's  promise. 

After  this,  Abram  and  his  fam'i-ly  journeyed  farther 
southward ;  and  fi'nal-ly,  because  of  a  famine  in  Canaan, 
they  went  down  to  Egypt,  and  lived  there  a  num- 
ber of  years. 

Wher-ev'er  the}^  stopped  to  pitch  their  tents, 
Abram  built  an  altar,  and  worshiped  his  heav'en-ly 
Leader.  When  the  com'pa-ny  passed  on,  the  altars 
were  left;  and  if  those  who  saw  them  asked  what  they 
meant,  they  would  hear  about  the  true  God,  whom 
Abram  served. 

The  Lord  blessed  Abram  and  Lot  while  they  were 
in  Egypt;  and  when  they  came  back  to  Canaan,  Abram 
was  rich  in  cattle,  and  in  silver,  and  in  gold.  There 
were  so  many  sheep  and  cattle  that  there  was  not  pas- 
ture enough  for  them  all  in  one  place ;  and  the  men  who 
kept  Lot's  cattle  quarreled  with  Abram 's  herdsmen. 
Then  Abram  called  Lot  to  him,  and  pleaded  with  him 
/^^_j  that  there  might  be  no  strife  between  them. 
.  ^^  Though  he  was  the  elder,  and  had  the  right  to 
choose,  Abram  had  an  un-selflsh  heart.  Instead 
of  telling  Lot  to  take  his  cattle  to  such  and  such 
a  place,  he  said,  '^  Is  not  the  whole  land  before 
thee'?"  and  gen'er-ous-ly  offered  Lot  his  choice 
of  it  all. 

Lot  was  not  slow  to  choose.     The  fair  plain 
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IS     NOT    THE     WHOLE     LAND    BEFORE     THEE? 

of  the  Jordan,  with  its  sparkling  waters  and  rich  pas- 
tures, pleased  him.  It  was  the  very  best  to  be  had,  and 
he  self  ish-ly  chose  that.  There  were  cities  in  this  plain. 
Of  one  of  these,  Sodom,  we  are  told  that  its  people 
''were  wicked  and  sinners  before  the  Lord  ex-ceed'- 
ing-ly."  But  Lot  took  his  wife  and  children  and  serv- 
ants, his  sheep  and  camels  and  cattle,  and  pitched  his 
tents  outside  this  city. 

LOT  TAKEN  CAPTIVE 

Lot  had  not  been  in  Sodom  very  long 
before  five  kings  made  war  on  the  cities 
of  the  plain,  and  took  away  from  Sodom 
many  idols,  much  food,  and  a  long  train 
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of  captives,  Lot  and  his  fam'i-ly  among  the  number. 
When  Abram  heard  of  it,  he  took  his  trained  servants, 
and  witli  three  friendly  chiefs  and  their  servants,  went 
after  the  vic-toM-ous  army.  It  was  night  when  Abram 
o-ver-took'  them;  and  the  army,  being  taken  by  sur- 
prise, fled.  Abram  not  only  rescued  Lot,  but  he  also 
brought  back  many  of  the  things  that  the  army  had 
taken  from  the  people  of  Sodom. 

As  Abram  returned,  the  king  of  Sodom  came  out  to 
meet  him,  and  offered  to  divide  with  him  the  spoils  of 
the  battle.  But  Abram  would  not  take  so  much  as  a 
shoe'latch-et  from  the  spoils. 

Mel-chiz'e-dek,  also,  ' '  the  priest  of  the  most  high 
God,''  met  Abram  in  the  way,  and  blessed  him.     And 


The 
tithe  is 
the  Lord's 


Abram  gave  him  tithes   of  all.     Thus  we  see  that  in 
those  early  days  the  Lord's  people  paid  tithes. 

Three  times  God  had  promised  to  make  of  Abram 
a  great  nation,  and  to  give  the  land  of  Canaan  to  him 
and  to  his  heirs.  But  as  yet  Abram  had  no  child.  Now 
the  Lord  spoke  to  Abram  again  in  a  vision,  and  said: 
^^Fear  not,  Abram:  I  am  thy  shield,  and  thy  ex-ceed'- 
ing  great  reward."  As  Abram  thought  of  his  child- 
less home,  and  of  the  fierce,  warlike  tribes  living  in 
the  land  promised  to  his  heirs,  his  faith  grew  weak, 
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and  he  told  the  Lord  that  he  had  no 
child,  and  asked  him  con-cern'ing 
his  promise.  Then  the  Lord  told 
Abram  that  he  should  surely  have 
a  son. 

It  was  night  when  the  Lord 
talked  with  Abram  this  time,  and 
the  stars  were  shining  like  glitter- 
ing jewels  in  the  dark  blue  sky. 
Often  had  Abram  looked  up  at  the 
stars,  and  perhaps  tried  to  count 
them.  Now  the  Lord  ' '  brought  him 
forth  abroad, ' '  and  said :  ' '  Look 
now  toward  heaven,  and  tell  the 
stars,  if  thou  be  able  to  number 
them."  But  Abram  could  not  count  the  stars.  Then 
the  Lord  said  to  him:  "  So  shall  thy  seed  be.'' 

Abram  believed  God's  promise,  and  his  heart  was 
cheered.  But  Sa'ra-i,  Abram 's  wife,  could  not 
believe  that  in  her  old  age  the  Lord  would  give 
her  a  son.  So  she  asked  Abram  to  follow  a  cus- 
tom of  those  days,  and  take  her  maid  for  a  wife. 
Abram  listened  to  Sa'ra-i,  and  a  son,  Ish'ma-eJ, 
was  born  to  him.  But  though  Abram  loved  Ish'- 
ma-el,  and  a  special  blessing  was  pronounced 
upon  him,  he  was  not  the  promised  heir. 

When   Abram   was   nine-ty-nine'   years    old, 
the   Lord   talked   with   him   once   more,    and 
changed    his    name    to    A'bra-ham,    meaning 
''the  father  of  a  great  mul'ti-tude."     Sa'- 
ra-i's  name  also  was  changed  to  Sarah,  or 
''the  princess  of  the  mul'ti-tude." 
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THE  CITY  OF  SODOM   DESTROYED 

One  day  as  A'bra-liam  sat  in  liis  tent  door,  he  looked 
up,  and  saw  three  trav'el-ers  coming  toward  him.  One 
of  these  was  the  Lord,  who  had  talked  with  him  so 
often.  The  other  two  were  angels.  All  three  were 
dressed  like  men  trav'el-ing  from  one  place  to  an-oth'er. 
A'bra-ham  ran  to  meet  the  men,  and  begged  them 
to  rest  in  the  cool  shade  of  a  tree,— for  it  was  in  the 
heat  of  the  day,—  and  to  let  him  bring  water  to  wash 
their  feet,  while  he  hastened  to  prepare  a  simple  meal 
for  them. 

While  Sarah  made  cakes  of  fine  meal,  and  baked 
them  on  the  hearth,  A'bra-ham  brought  a  calf  from 
the  herd,  and  gave  it  to  one  of  his  servants  to  dress 
and  cook.  When  all  was  ready,  A'bra-ham  took  the 
meat  and  the  cakes,  with  butter  and  milk,  and  set 
them  before  his  guests. 

What  an  honor  was  A'bra-ham 's  —  to  en-ter-tain' 
the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  with  two  of  his  angels! 
But  this  honor  was  not  given  to  A'bra-ham  alone; 
every  one  who  loves  the  Lord  can  min'is-ter  to  him. 
He  tells  us  that  what-ev'er  we  do  for  the  poorest  and 
/'"^  humblest  of  his  brethren,  he  accepts  as  if  done 

\^nC  I  ■  \  for  himself. 

H  rl!'^'^,\  When  the   three   trav'el-ers   started   again   on 

their  journey,  A'bra-ham  went  a  little  way  with 
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tlieni.  And  the  Lord  said,  "  Shall  I  hide  from  A'bra- 
ham  that  thing  which  I  do"?''  Then,  sending  the  two 
angels  on  toward  Sodom,  the  Lord  told  A'bra-ham  that 

because   of  the   great   sin    of   the 
cities  of  the  plain,  he  was  going 
down  to  visit  them. 

A'bra-ham  un-der-stood' 
that  the  Lord  would  destroy 
those  wicked  cities,  and  the 
thought  of  his  nephew  Lot 
and  his  household  filled  him 
with  alarm.  For,  though  Lot  had  only  ^^  pitched  his 
tent  toward  Sodom  ''  when  he  first  went  to  the  plain,  it 
was  not  long  before  he  moved  into  the  city.  As  his 
children  grew  up,  they  became  like  the  children  of 
Sodom,  and  their  evil  ways  were  a  great  grief  to  their 
father. 

Lot  was  vexed  with  the  con-ver-sa'tion  of  the 
wicked,  and  the  things  he  saw  and  heard  from  day  to 
day  were  a  sorrow  to  him.  Still,  because  he  was  very 
rich,  and  because  Sodom  was  a  beau'ti-ful  place  in 
which  to  live.  Lot  stayed  there. 

When  the  Lord  told  A'bra-ham  that  he  was  going 
down  to  visit  Sodom,  A'bra-ham  asked,  "  Wilt  thou  also 
destroy  the  I'ighteous  with  the  wicked'?  "  There  might 
perhaps  be  fifty  righteous  persons  in  the  whole  city,  he 
said,  and  asked  the  Lord  if  he  would  not  spare  the  city 
if  this  number  were  found  in  it. 

And  the  Lord  answered  A'bra-ham:  ^^If  I  find  in 
Sodom  fifty  righteous  within  the  city,  then 
I  will  spare  all  the  place  for  their  sakes." 
Then  A'bra-ham  asked  if  the  city  might 
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not  be  spared  for  for-ty- 
five'  righteous;  and  the 
Lord  said,  ^^  If  I  find 
thei'e  forty  and  five,  I 
will  not  destroy  it.'' 
-ham  pleaded  again  that  the 
city  might  be  spared  for  forty  right- 
eous; and  the  Lord  granted  this  prayer  also,  and  said 
he  would  spare  it  for  forty. 

Then  A'bra-ham  asked  that  it  might  be  spared  for 
thirty;  and  the  Lord  said  he  would  not  destroy  the  city 
if  he  found  thirt}^  righteous  there. 

Again  A'bra-ham  pleaded  for  the  city.  It  might  be 
that  there  would  be  only  twenty  there,  he  said.  And 
the  Lord  answered:  ^'  1  will  not  destroy  it  for  twenty's 
sake. ' ' 

Once  more  A^bra-ham  spoke.  ^ '  Oh  let  not  the  Lord 
be  angry,"  he  said,  "  and  I  will  speak  yet  but  this  once: 
Per-ad-ven'ture  ten  shall  be  found  there."  And  the 
Lord  answered  yet  once  more,  saying,  ''  I  will  not  des- 
troy it  for  ten's  sake." 

While  the  Lord  thus  talked  with  A'bra-ham,  the  two 
men  drew  near  to  Sodom.  It  was  evening  when  they 
came  to  the  city;  and  Lot,  who  was  sitting  in  the  gate, 
saw  them,  and  urged  them  to  go  home  with  him. 

That  night  the  angels  told  Lot  that  they  had  come 
to  destroy  the  city.    They  urged  him  to  hasten  »to  tell  Ms 
sons  and  daughters,  and  warn  them  to  leave  the  place.* 
Lot  went  at  once  to  his 
sons-in-law,  and  told  them 
of  the  ter'ri-ble  de-struc'- 
tion    that    would    come 
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upon  Sodom.  But  they  would  not  listen  to  his  words. 
In  the  morning,  urged  on  by  the  angels,  Lot  took 
his  wife  and  the  two  daughters  who  lived  with  him,  and 
prepared  to  go  away.  But  0,  it  was  hard  for  him  to 
leave  his  beau'ti-ful  home! 

Moment  after  moment  he  lingered  among  his  treas- 
ures, not  willing  to  leave  them.  At  last  the  angels  took 
hold  of  his  hand,  and  of  the  hand  of  his  wife,  and  of 
the  hands  of  his  two  daughters,  and  brought  them  forth 
out  of  the  city,  ^ '  the  Lord  being  mer'ci-f ul  unto  him. ' ' 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  Lord's  mercy.  Lot  and  all  his 
fam'i-ly  would  have  been  destroyed. 

When  the  angels  had  brought  Lot  and  his  fam'i-ly 
outside  the  city,  they  told  him  to  hasten  to  the  moun- 
tain. ' '  Look  not  behind  thee, ' '  they  cried,  ' '  lest  thou 
be  consumed.''  But  even  then  Lot  stopped  to  argue 
with  the  heav'en-ly  mes'sen-gers.  His  courage  failed, 
and  he  begged  to  be  allowed  to  go  to  the  little  city  of 
Zoar,  instead  of  to  the  mountain.  In  tender  pity  for 
his  weakness,  his  request  was  granted. 

As  they  fled.  Lot's  wife  turned  to  look  once  more  at 
the  home  she  had  loved.  Perhaps  she  thought  that, 
after  all,  the  city  would  not  be  destroyed,  and  she 
might  go  back;  but  as  she  looked,  she  was  turned  to  a 
pillar  of  salt,  and  Lot  and  his  daughters 
were  obliged  to  leave  her  there  as  they  ran 
for  their  lives. 

The  sun  was  risen  when  they  entered 
Zoar;  and  it  was  about  this  time  that  A'bra- 
ham  went  to  the  place  where  the  night  before 
he  had  so  ear'nest-ly  pleaded  with  the  Lord 
to  spare  the  city. 
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^^And  he  looked  toward  Sodom  and  Go-mor'rah, 
and  toward  all  the  land  of  the  plain,  and  beheld,  and, 
lo,  the  smoke  of  the  country  went  up  as  the  smoke  of  a 
furnace. ' ' 

Then  A'bra-ham  knew  that  not  ten  persons  were 
found  in  those  cities  to  heed  the  warning  brought  by 
the  angels. 

As  we  read  the  story  of  Lot  and  of  the  de-struc'tion 
of  Sodom  and  Go-mor'rah,  w^e  are  led  to  wonder  at  the 
Lord's  love  and  goodness  to  his  weak,  sinful  children. 
We  learn,  too,  how  much  better  it  is  to  let  the  Lord 
choose  for  us  than  to  choose  for  ourselves;  and  how 
much  safer  and  hap'pi-er  are  those  who  listen  to  his 
counsel,  and  gladly  obey  when  he  speaks. 

ABRAHAM  AND  ISAAC 

Twen-ty-five'  years  after  A'bra-ham  and  Sarah  first 
entered  Canaan,  the  long-prom'ised  son  was  born,  and 
was  named  Isaac,  as  the  Lord  had  di-rect'ed.  After 
a  while,  Isaac's  parents  made  a  great  feast.  All  the 
servants  and  other  members  of  A'bra-ham's  large 
household  were  in-vi'ted  to  this  feast,  to  see  Isaac,  and 
to  honor  him  as  their  master's  heir. 
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Ish'ma-el  had  been  taught  by  his  mother  that  this 
honor  was  to  belong  to  him;  and  when  he  saw  Isaac 
taking  the  place  that  he  thought  was  his,  he  was  angry, 
and  mocked  him. 

Then  Sarah  asked  that  Ish'ma-el  and  Hagar  should 
be  sent  away.  A'bra-ham  loved  Ish'ma-el,  and  was 
grieved  at  the  thought  of  sending  him  from  home;  but 
the  Lord  told  him  to  listen  to  Sarah,  and  to  do  as  she 
wished. 

So  A'bra-ham  '^rose  up  early  in  the  morning,  and 
took  bread,  and  a  bottle  of  water,  and  gave  it  unto 
Hagar,  putting  it  on  her  shoulder,  and  the  child,  and 
sent  her  away:  and  she  de-part'ed,  and  wandered  in 
the  wil'der-ness  of  Be-er'she-ba. 

"  And  the  water  was  spent  in  the  bottle,  and  she 
cast  the  child  under  one  of  the  shrubs.  And  she  went, 
and  sat  her  down  over  against  him  a  good  way  off,  as  it 
were  a  bow-shot :  for  she  said.  Let  me  not  see  the  death 
of  the  child.  And  she  sat  over  against  him,  and  lift 
up  her  voice,  and  wept. 

''  And  God  heard  the  voice  of  the  lad;  and  the  angel 
of  God  called  to  Hagar  out  of  heaven,  and  said  unto 
her.  What  aileth  thee,  Hagar?  fear  not;  for  God  hath 
heard  the  voice  of  the  lad  where  he  is.  Arise,  lift  up 
the  lad,  and  hold  him  in  thine  hand;  for  I  will  make 
him  a  great  nation.  And  God  opened  her  eyes, 
and  she  saw  a  well  of  water;  and  she  went,  and 
filled  the  bottle  with  water,  and  gave  the  lad 
drink. 

^^And  God  was  with  the  lad;  and  he  grew, 
and  dwelt  in  the  wil'der-ness,  and  became  an 
archer. ' ' 
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A'brA-HAM  and  his  son  ISAAC  ON  THEIR  WAY  TO  MOUNT  IMO-RI'ah 


The  Story  of  AbraJiam 


95 


The  l)cau'ti-ful  story  of  Goers  tender  Avateli-care 
over  Isli'ma-el  shows  iis  that  our  heav'en-ly  Father 
loves  children;  that  he  watches  over  them,  and  protects 
and  cares  for  them,  wiier-ev'er  they  go ;  and  that,  above 
all,  he  hears  the  prayers  of  those  who  call  upon  hmi. 

A  SAD  JOURNEY 

A'bra-ham's  faith  had  failed  to  stand  the  test  of 
w^aiting  for  the  birth  of  Isaac ;  so  when  the  young  man 
was  about  twenty  years  old,  the  Lord  tried  his  servant 
again.  "  Take  now  thy  son,  thine  only  son  Isaac,  whom 
thou  lovest,"  he  said,  '^  and  get  thee  into  the  land  of 
Mo-ri'ah;  and  offer  him  there  for  a  burnt'of-fer-ing 
upon  one  of  the  mountains  which  I  will  tell 
thee  of.  ' ' 

A'bra-ham  had  doubted  God  before;  but  in  this 
great  test,  his  faith  did  not  fail.  With  a  heavy 
heart,  he  prepared  the  wood  and  the  fire,  and  with 
his  dear  boy  and  two  servants  set  out  on  the  jour- 
ney. After  they  had  traveled  three  days,  the  place 
came  in  sight,  ''afar  oif."  Then  A'bra-ham  told 
the  servants  to  stay  where  they  were  till  he  should 
come  back;  and  he  and  Isaac  went  the  rest  of  the 
way  by  themselves. 

As  they  walked  on  up  the  mountain,  the  father 
and  son  talked  to-geth'er.  Isaac  had  been  wdth  his 
father  before  to  offer  sac'ri-fice,  but  they  had  always 
taken  with  them  the  an'i-mals  for  the  of'fer-ing.  Now 
they  had  only  the  wood  he  was  car'ry-ing,  and  the  fire. 
''Father,"  said  Isaac,  as  they  walked  along, 
"behold  the  fire  and  the  wood:  but  where  is 
the    lamb    for    a    burnt'of -f er-ing  ?  "      To    this, 


96  Easy  Steps  in  the  Bible  Story 

A'bra-liaiii  answered,  qui'et-ly,  ''My  son,  Cod  will  pro- 
Ande  himself  a  lamb." 

A'bra-liam  did  not  sav  this  to  deceive  Isaac,  but  be- 
cause  he  wished  to  spare  him  any  sorrow.  His  answer 
shows  that  he  trusted  the  whole  matter  to  God. 

At  last  A'bra-ham  and  Isaac  came  to  the  place  where 
the  sac'ri-fice  was  to  be  offered.  An  altar  was  built, 
and  the  wood  was  laid  upon  it.  Then  A'bra-ham  told 
Isaac  what  the  Lord  had  com-mand'ed.  And  Isaac, 
though  a  strong  young  man,  per-mit'ted  himself  to  be 
bound,  and  laid  upon  the  altar.  This  shows  that  he 
was  an  o-be'di-ent,  loving  son,  and  that  he,  too,  trusted 
in  God. 

A^^ien  A'bra-ham  stretched  forth  his  hand  to  take 
the  life  of  his  be-lov'ed  son,  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
called  to  him  out  of  heaven,  and  said:  ^'Lay  not  thine 
hand  upon  the  lad:  for  now  I  know  that  thou  fearest 
God,  seeing  thou  hast  not  withheld  thy  son,  thine  only 
son  from  me." 

Then  A'bra-ham  looked,  and  in  a  thicket  behind  him 
was  a  ram  caught  by  his  horns.  ' '  And  A'bra-ham  went 
and  took  the  ram,  and  offered  him  up  for  a  burnt'of- 
fer-ing  in  the  stead  of  his  son." 

A'bra-ham's  heart  was  lilled  with  grat'i-tude  and 
praise  to  God,  and  he  called  the  name  of  the  place  Je- 
ho-vah-ji'reh,  which  means,   ''the  Lord  will  provide." 

After  this  A'bra-ham  and  Isaac  went  back  to  the 
place  where  the  young  men  who  had  come  with  them 
were  waiting.  "And  they  rose  up  and  went  to  Be-er'- 
she-ba;  and  A'bra-ham  dwelt  at  Be-er'she-ba. " 


The  Story  of  Abraham 


97 


THE    MARRIAGE    OF    ISAAC 

When  Isaac  was  forty  years  old,  and  his  mother 
was  dead,  A'bra-ham  called  his  trusted  servant,  E-li- 
e'zer,  and  said:  ^^  Thou  shalt  go  unto  my  country,  and 
to  my  kindred,  and  take  a  wife  unto  my  son  Isaac." 

So  E-li-e'zer  took  ten  camels,  wdth  servants  and 
costly  gifts,  and  de-part'ed.  And  he  came  to  Mes-o-po- 
ta'mi-a,  to  the  city  of  Nahor.  ^^And  he  made  his 
camels  to  kneel  down  without  the  city  by  a  well  of 
water,  at  the  time  of  the  evening,  even  the  time  that 
women  go  out  to  draw  water." 

While  E-li-e'zer  waited  by  this  well,  he  prayed  for 
a  sign,  that  he  might  know  which  young  woman  the 
Lord  had  chosen  to  be  the  wife  of  Isaac. 

"  Let  it  come  to  pass,"  he  said,  "  that  the  damsel  to 
whom  I  shall  say.  Let  down  thy  pitcher,  I  pray  thee, 
that  I  may  drink;  and  she  shall  say.  Drink,  and  I 
will  give  thy  camels  drink  also:  let  the  same  be  she 
that  thou  hast  ap-point'ed  for  Isaac." 

^ '  And  it  came  to  pass,  before  he 
had  done  speaking,"  that  Re-bek'ah,  a 
fair  young  woman,  came  to  the  well 
with  a  pitcher  on  her  shoulder, 
only  was  Ee-bek'ah  fair  of  face 
she  was  kind-heart'ed  and  thous 
When  E-li-e'zer  asked,  ^^Let 
me,  I  pray  thee,  drink  a  little 
water    of    thy    pitcher,"    she 
said,  ' '  Drink,  my  lord. ' '    And 
as    soon    as    he    had    finished 
drinking,    she   said:    ^^  I   will 
draw   water    for    thy    camels 
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e-li-e'zer  giving   presents  to  re-bek'ah 


also."  And  she  ^'hasted,  and  emptied  her  pitcher  into 
the  trough,  and  ran  again  unto  the  well  to  draw  w^ater, 
and  drew  for  all  his  camels." 
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By  this  E-li-e'zer  knew  that  the  Lord  had  _/' 
heard  his  prayer,  and  given  him  the  sign  for  "p^S^ 
which  he  had  asked.  So  quickly  and  so  surely  "^^J 
did  the  answer  come,  that  he  wondered.  ooo. 

Then  E-li-e'zer  opened  one  of  the  pack'a-ges  ^ 

of  gifts  that  had  been  sent  for  the  young  woman 
who  should  be  chosen  to  be  Isaac's  wife,  and  took  from 
it  a  golden  earring  and  two  golden  bracelets.  These  he 
gave  to  Re-bek'ah.  He  asked  whose  daughter  she  was, 
and  learned  that  she  was  the  grand'daugh-ter  of  A'bra- 
ham's  brother.  Then  he  asked  if  there  was  room  in 
her  father's  house  for  him  to  stay  that  night;  and 
Re-bek'ah  answered,  ^^  We  have  both  straw  and  prov'- 
en-der  enough,  and  room  to  lodge  in." 

E-li-e'zer's  heart  was  filled  with  gratl-tude  to  God 
when  he  heard  these  words.  He  knew  surely  that  the 
Lord  had  led  him  to  that  place,  and  had  di-rect'ed  him 
to  Re-bek'ah.  In  love  and  thank'ful-ness  he  bowed  his 
head,  and  worshiped  the  Lord,  saying:  ^^  Blessed  be  the 
Lord  God  of  my  master  A'bra-ham,  who  hath  not  left 
des'ti-tute  my  master  of  his  mercy  and  his  truth." 

Re-bek'ah  ran  home  quickly,  and  told  all  that  had 
taken  place,  and  showed  the  presents  that  E-li-e'zer  had 
given  her. 

^^And  Re-bek'ah  had  a  brother,  and  his  name  was 
Laban:  and  Laban  ran  out  unto  the  man,  unto  the  well. 
And  he  said.  Come  in,  thou  blessed  of  the  Lord;  where- 
fore standest  thou  without?  for  I  have  pre- 
pared the  house,  and  room  for  the  camels." 

So    E-li-e'zer    came    into    the    house;    but 
when  food  was  set  before  him,  he  said,  ^^I^^ 
will  not  eat  until  I  have  told  mine  errand." 
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When  Re-bek'ah's  fam'i-ly  heard  E-li-e'zer's  story, 
and  knew  that  he  wished  Re-bek'ah  to  go  with  him  to 
become  Isaac's  wife,  they  said:  ^^  Behold,  Ee-bek'ah  is 
before  thee,  take  her,  and  go,  and  let  her  be  thy  mas- 
ter's son's  wife,  as  the  Lord  hath  spoken." 

Then  E-li-e'zer  brought  forth  jewels  of  silver,  and 
jewels  of  gold,  and  beau'ti-ful  raiment,  and  gave  them 
to  Re-bek'ah.  He  also  gave  rich  and  precious  gifts  to 
her  mother,  and  to  Laban,  her  brother.  Aft'er-ward 
he  ate  and  drank,  and  rested  that  night. 

In  the  morning  E-li-e'zer  wished  to  start  at  once  on 
his  homeward  journey;  but  Re-bek'ah's  mother  urged 
him  to  stay  a  few  days.  To  her  en-treat'y,  he  an- 
swered, ' '  Hinder  me  not,  seeing  the  Lord  hath  pros- 
pered my  way;  send  me  away  that  I  may  go  to  my 
master. 

^^And  they  said.  We  will  call  the  damsel,  and  in- 
quire at  her  mouth.  And  they  called  Re-bek'ah,  and 
said  unto  her.  Wilt  thou  go  with  this  man"?  And  she 
said,  I  will  go." 

So  that  very  morning  they  went  away.  Re-bek'ah's 
nurse  went  with  her,  and  the  young  women  who  were 
her  servants.  Re-bek'ah  and  her  maidens  rode  on 
camels,  fol'low-ing  after  E-li-e'zer  and  his  servants. 

One  evening  as  they  were  nearing  the  end  of  their 
journey,  Re-bek'ah  looked  up,  and  saw  a  man  walking 
in  the  field.  ''  What  man  is  this  that  walketh  in  the  field 
to  meet  us"?  "  she  asked  of  E-li-e'zer;  and  he  answered, 
^  ^  It  is  my  master. ' '  Then  Re-bek'ah  took  a  veil,  and 
covered  herself,  as  was  the  custom  in  those  days;  and 
she  a-light'ed  from  her  camel,  and  went  forward  with 
E-li-e'zer  to  meet  Isaac. 


THE  FAITH   OF  a'bRA-HAM 

^*'IIE  LOOKED  FOR  A  CITY  WHICH  HATH  FOUN-Da'tIONS^   WHOSE 
BUILDER  AND    MAKER   IS   GOD." 
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E-li-e'zer  told  Isaac  all  about  his  journey,  as  they 
walked  slowly  along  in  the  field  to-geth'er,  in  the  beau'- 
ti-ful  sunset  light.  Isaac  was  glad  as  he  heard  the 
story;  for  he  knew  that  the  Lord  had  chosen  the  one 
who  was  to  be  his  wife.  He  knew,  too,  that  she  was 
ten-der-heart'ed  and  cour'te-ous  and  kind,  as  w^ell  as 
beau'ti-ful.  Isaac  had  been  very  lonely  since  his  mother 
died.  Now  Re-bek'ah  became  his  wife;  and  the  Bible 
tells  us  that  he  loved  her,  and  was  com'fort-ed  after 
his  mother's  death. 

When  A'bra-ham  was  one  hundred  and  sev-en-ty-five' 
years  old,  he  died;  and  his  sons,  Isaac  and  Ish'ma-el, 
buried  him  by  the  side  of  Sarah  in  the  cave  of  Mach- 
pelah,  in  Mamre.  Ish'ma-el  was  now  a  great  desert 
chief. 
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JACOB  MEETS  RACHEL  WITH  HER  FATHER'S  SHEEP 
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THE  Lord  gave  Isaac  and  Ee-bek'ah  two  sons. 
The  elder  was  called  Esau,  and  the  younger 
was  named  Jacob.  The  Lord  told  Re-bek'ah 
that  these  two  children  would  become  the  heads  of  two 
nations,   and  that  the  elder  should  serve  the  younger. 

^^And  the  boys  grew:  and  Esau  was  a  cunning 
hunter,  a  man  of  the  field;  and  Jacob  was  a  plain  man, 
dwelling  in  tents." 

These  two  brothers  were  vei'y  unlike.  Jacob  was 
quiet,  dill-gent,  and  af-fec'tion-ate.  Like  his  grand'fa- 
ther  A'bra-ham  and  his  father  Isaac,  he  was  a  shep- 
herd, caring  for  the  flocks  and  tilling  the  soil.  But 
Esau  lived  only  to  please  himself.  He  loved  to  wander 
over  the  plains  and  deserts  and  through  the  valleys  and 
forests.  Because  such  a  life  gave  him  so 
much  freedom,  he  became  a  hunter. 

One  day  when  Esau  came  from  the 
field,  tired  and  hungry,  he  saw  Jacob 
making  pottage.  ^^And  Esau  said  to 
Jacob,  Feed  me,  I  pray  thee,  with  that 
same  red  pottage;  for  I  am  faint." 
But  Jacob,  instead  of  freely  giving 
his  brother  food,  offered  to  sell  him 
a  little  in  exchange  for  his  birthright. 
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The  birthright  was  a  special  blessing,  which  be- 
longed, ac-cord'ing  to  the  custom  of  those  days,  to  the 
eldest  son.  The  one  who  had  it  would  in-herlt  his 
father's  lands  and  flocks  and  cattle  and  money,  and 
would  take  his  place  as  the  prince,  or  ruler,  of  the 
fam'i-ly.  In  the  fam'i-lies  of  the  de-scend'ants  of 
A'bra-ham  a  special  honor  was  con-nect'ed  with  the 
birthright;  for  it  was  through  the  line  of  some  eldest 
son  that  the  promised  Saviour  would  come. 

But  Esau  did  not  prize  the  birthright  blessing  as 
he  should,  nor  honor  it  as  a  gift  from  God.  Thus, 
though  he  was  not  far  from  his  father's  tents,  where 
there  was  plenty  of  food,  he  said,  ^^  Behold,  I  am  at 
the  point  to  die:  and  what  proflt  shall  this  birthright 

do  to  me^  " 

Though  Esau  did  not  prize  the  birthright,  Jacob 
always  longed  to  have  it.  He  believed  the  promise  that 
had   been   made    to   his    mother,— that    the    elder    son 

should  serve  the  younger, 
—  so  he  knew  the  birth- 
right w^ould  some  day 
be  his.  But  he  wanted 
it  then  —  he  did  not  wish 
to  wait  for  the  Lord  to 
give  it  to  him  in  his  own 
w^ay.  And  so,  instead  of 
un-self'ish-ly  sharing  his 
food  with  his  brother, 
Jacob  tried  to  buy  the 
birthright.  In  thus  treat- 
ing the  birthright  as  a 
thing   to    be   bought    and 
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sold,   both   Jacob   and   Esau   did   very   wrong. 

*^And  Jacob  said,  Swear  to  me  this  day; 
and  he  sware  unto  him:  and  he 
sold  his  birthright  unto  Jacob. 
Then  Jacob  gave  Esau  bread  and 
pottage  of  lentils;  and  he  did  eat 
and  drink,  and  rose  up,  and  went 
his  way:  thus  Esau  de- 
spised   his    birthright. ' ' 

As  Jacob  and  Esau 
grew  up,  R  e  -  b  e  k '  a  h 
loved  Jacob.  He  was  a 
quiet  man,  and  thought- 
ful of  his  mother's  com- 
fort. She  knew  that  he 
wished  to  have  the  birth- 
right because  he  prized 
the  blessing  that  went 
with  it.  But  Isaac  loved 
his  elder  son,  and  wished  '^^^' 

him  to  have  the  blessing. 

''  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  when  Isaac  was  old,  and 
his  eyes  were  dim,  so  that  he  could  not  see,  he  called 
Esau  his  eldest  son,  and  said  unto  him,  My  son:  and 
he  said  unto  him.  Behold,  here  am  I.  And  he  said, 
Behold  now,  I  am  old,  I  know  not  the  day  of  my 
death:  now  therefore  take,  I  pray  thee,  thy  weapons, 
thy  quiver  and  thy  bow,  and  go  out  to  the  field,  and 
take  me  some  A^en'i-son;  and  make  me  sa'vor-y  meat, 
such  as  I  love,  and  bring  it  to  me,  that  I  may  eat;  that 
my  soul  may  bless  thee  before  I  die." 

Ee-bek'ah  heard  what  Isaac  said,  and  she  per-sua'ded 
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Jacob  to  try  to  obtain  the  blessing. 
She  ha'sti-ly  prepared  sa'vor-y 
meat;  then,  taking  ^^  goodly  rai- 
ment of  her  eldest  son  Esau,  which 
were  with  her  in  the  house,"  she 
' '  put  them  upon  Jacob  her  younger 
son:  and  she  put  the  skins  of  the 
kids  of  the  goats  upon  his  hands, 
and  upon  the  smooth  of  his  neck: 
and  she  gave  the  sa'vor-y  meat  and 
the  bread  which  she  had  prepared, 
into   the   hand   of  her   son   Jacob. 

^'And  he  came  unto  his  father, 
and  said.  My  father:  and  he  said, 
Here  am  I;  who  art  thou,  my  son'? 

^^And  Jacob  said  unto  his  father,  I  am 
Esau  thy  first-born;  I  have  done  ac-cord'ing  .  •:  •■ 

as  thou  badest  me :  arise,  I  pray  thee,  sit  and  eat  of  my 
ven'i-son,  that  thy  soul  may  bless  me." 

' '  And  he  said.  Bring  it  near  to  me,  and  I  will  eat 
of  my  son's  venl-son,  that  my  soul  may  bless  thee. 
And  he  brought  it  near  to  him,  and  he  did  eat." 

^^And  his  father  Isaac  said  unto  him.  Come  near 
now,  and  kiss  me,  my  son. 

^^  And  he  came  near,  and  kissed  him:  and  he  smelled 
the  smell  of  his  raiment,  and  blessed  him,  and  said.  See, 
the  smell  of  my  son  is  as  the  smell  of  a  field  which  the 
Lord  hath  blessed:  therefore  God  give  thee  of  the  dew 
of  heaven,  and  the  fatness  of  the  earth,  and  plenty 
of  corn  and  wine:  let  people  serve  thee,  and 
nations  bow  down  to  thee:  be  lord  over  thy 
brethren,  and  let  thy  mother's  sons  bow  down  to 
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thee:  cursed  be  every  one  that  curseth  thee, 
and  blessed  be  he  that  blesseth  thee. 

^ '  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  soon  as  Isaac 
had  made  an  end  of  blessing  Jacob,  and  Jacob 
was  yet  scarce  gone  out  from  the  presence  of 
Isaac  his  father,  that  Esau  his  brother  came  " 
in  from  his  hunting.  And  he  also  had  made  sa'vor-y 
meat,  and  brought  it  unto  his  father,  and  said  unto  his 
father.  Let  my  father  arise,  and  eat  of  his  son's  ven'-i- 
son,  that  thy  soul  may  bless  me. 

And  Isaac  his  father  said  imto  him.  Who  art  thou  ? 
xind  he  said,  I  am  thy  son,  thy  first-born  Esau. 
And  Isaac  trembled  very  ex-ceed'ing-ly,  and  said. 
Who  ?  where  is  he  that  hath  taken  ven'i-son,  and  brought 
it  me,  and  I  have  eaten  of  all  before  thou  camest,  and 
have  blessed  him'?  yea,  and  he  shall  be  blessed. 

^^  And  when  Esau  heard  the  words  of  his  father,  he 
cried  with  a  great  and  ex-ceedlng  bitter  cry,  and  said 
unto  his  father.  Bless  me,  even  me  also,  O  my  father. 
Hast  thou  not  reserved  a  blessing  for  me? 

^^And  Isaac  answered  and  said  unto  Esau,  Behold, 
I  have  made  him  thy  lord,  and  all  his  brethren  have  I 
given  to  him  for  servants;   and  with   corn   and  wine 

have  I  sustained  him:  and  what 
shall  I  do  now  unto  thee,  my  son? 
"  And  Esau  said  unto  his  father, 
Hast  thou  but  one  blessing,  m}^ 
father?  bless  me,  even  me  also,  O 
my  father.  And  Esau  lifted  up  his 
voice,  and  wept. 

''  And  Isaac  his  father  answered 
and    said    unto    him,    Behold,    th}^ 
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ESAU    WEEPING    ON     THE     FLOOR    OF    HIS     TENT 


dwelling  shall  be  the  fatness  of  the  earth,  and  of  the 
dew  of  heaven  from  above ;  and  by  thy  sword  shalt  thou 
live,  and  shalt  serve  thy  brother;  and  it  shall  come  to 
pass  when  thou  shalt  have  the  do-minlon,  that  thou 
shalt  break  his  yoke  from  off  thy  neck. 

^^And  Esau  hated  Jacob  because  of  the  blessing 
wherewith  his  father  blessed  him:  and  Esau  said  in  his 
heart,  The  days  of  mourning  for  my  father  are  at 
hand;  then  will  I  slay  my  brother  Jacob/' 

The  words  of  Esau  were  told  to  Re-bek'ah,  and  her 
love  for  her  younger  son  led  her  to  make  a  plan  to  save 
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him  from  Esau's  anger.  She  told  Jacol)  what  his 
brother  in-tend'ed  to  do,  and  urged  him  to  leave  home 
for  a  while,  until  Esau's  anger  should  be  turned  away. 
She  thought  that  in  a  few  weeks  or  months  he  ^vould 
forget  his  anger,  and  Jacob  might  come  home  again. 

When  Isaac  learned  of  Re-bek'ah's  plan,  he  called 
Jacob  to  him,  and  blessed  him  again,  and  told  him  to 
go  to  Laban,  Re-bek'ah's  brother,  and  stay  with  him. 

Jacob  had  gained  the  blessing  of  the  birthright  by 
de-ceiv'ing  his  father  and  cheating  his  brother.  But 
one  who  gets  an'y-thing  in  that  way,  even  a  good  thing, 
is  never  happy.  So  it  was  with  a  sad  heart  that  Jacob 
said  good-by  to  his  father  and  mother,  and  set  off,  on 
foot  and  alone,  on  his  long  journey. 

GOD'S    CARE    FOR    JACOB 

Though  the  Lord  hates  sin,  and  was  grieved  at 
what  Jacob  had  done,  he  still  loved  him,  and  preserved 
him  from  harm.     He  knew  the  sorrow  in 
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Jacob's  heart,  and  now,  for  the 
first  time,  he  talked  with  him, 
as  he  had  talked  with  A'bra-ham 
and  Isaac. 

It  was  night,  and  Jacob  had 
lain  down  to  sleep,  with  only  the 
grass  for  a  bed,  and  the  star- 
lit sky  for  a  roof.     His 
head  rested  on  a  stone 
low.     As  he  slept, 
won'der-f  ul 
ladder  ap-  ^.  : 


on  the 


4-i 


^,  for  a  pil- 

he  had  a 
^\  dream.     A 

peared,  resting 
ground,  with  its 
^     top   reaching  to 
heaven.     Going  np  and 
down    this    ladder    was    a 
host  of  shining  angels,   and 
7  '  '  at  the  top  was  the  Lord  himself, 

'  who   spoke  to  Jacob,   and  gave  him 

the  same  proml-ses  that  had  been  given 
to  A'bra-ham.  Then  Jacob  knew  that  God  had  for- 
giv'en  his  great  sin,  and  that  the  blessings  of  the 
birthright  would  be  his. 

One  more  promise  was  also  made  to  Jacob  at  this 
time.  ^^  Behold,  I  am  with  thee,"  said  the  Lord,  ^^  and 
will  keep  thee  in  all  places  whither  thou  goest,  and  will 
bring  thee  again  into  this  land." 

Jacob  was  much  com'fort-ed  by  this  dream;  and 
when  he  awoke,  he  said,  ^*  Surely  the  Lord  is  in  this 
place;  and  I  knew  it  not."  God  was  no  nearer  to  Jacob 
now  than  he  had  been  all  his  life.  But  Jacob  had 
trusted  in  himself.     Now  that  he  was  in  trouble,  his 
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thoughts  turned  to  God,  and  God  could  speak  to  him. 

^'  And  Jacob  rose  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  took 
the  stone  that  he  had  put  for  his  pillows,  and  set  it  up 
for  a  pillar,  and  poured  oil  upon  the  top  of  it.  And  he 
called  the  name  of  that  place  Bethel,"  which  means 
^^the  house  of  God.'' 

Before  Jacob  started  again  on  his  journey,  he  made 
this  promise  to  the  Lord:  ^'  Of  all  that  thou  shalt  give 
me  I  will  surely  give  the  tenth  unto  thee."  In  making 
this  promise,  Jacob  showed  his  grat'i-tude  for  God's 
love  and  goodness  to  him. 

After  many  days  Jacob  came  to  Haran,  the  city 
where  his  mother,  Re-bek'ah,  spent  her  girlhood.  As 
he  was  resting  near  a  well,  he  asked  some  shepherds, 
who  had  come  to  water  their  flocks,  if  they  knew  Laban. 
They  not  only  knew  him,  but  said  that  his  daughter 
Eachel  would  soon  come  to  the  well  to  water  her  flock. 
When  Rachel  came,  Jacob  watered  her  sheep,  and  told 
her  who  he  was,  and  she  ran  and  told  her  father.  Then 
Laban  came  out  to  meet  Jacob, 
and   took   him    to   his    house.  . 

Jacob  did  not  rest 
at  his  uncle's,  and  ex- 
pect to  be  taken  care 
of  without  doing  any 
work.  After  he  had 
been  there  a  month, 
Laban  was  so  well 
pleased  with  Jacob 's 
service  that  he  asked  i 
him,  ''  What  shall  thy  ^j 
wages  be?"    Then    ^fj 
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Jacob  said,  ' '  I  will  serve  thee  seven  years 
for  Rachel  thy  younger  daughter.''  The 
Bible  tells  us  that  these  years  seemed 
only  a  few  days  to  Jacob  because  of  his  /j 
love  for  Rachel.  But  when  they  were 
passed,  Laban  deceived  Jacob,  and  gave 
him  his  elder  daughter,  Leah,  for  a  wife. 

Jacob  had  taken 
ad-van' t age  of  his 
brother,  and  had  de- 
ceived his  father.  Now 
he  knew  by  a  sad  ex- 
pe'ri-ence  how  one  suf- 
fers who  is  treated 
de-ceit'ful-ly.  Very 
often  people  will  not 
learn  in  any  otlier  way 
to  do  to  others  as  they 
would  have  others  do 
to  them.  Aft'er-ward 
Jacob  worked  seven 
years    longer     for 

Rachel,  and  six  more  years  for  cattle.    With  the  Lord's 
blessing  during  this  time,  Jacob  became  very  rich. 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Jacob,  ^^  Return  unto  the 
land  of  thy  fathers,  and  to  thy  kindred;  and  T  will  be 
with  thee."  So  Jacob  gathered  his  flocks  and  herds 
to-geth'er,  and  with  his  wives  and  little  ones  started 
for  the  land  of  Canaan. 

As  Jacob  drew  near  his  old  home,  he  sent  men  to 
Esau,  who  lived  in  the  land  of  Edom,  with  this  mes- 
sage: "  Thy  servant  Jacob  saith  thus,  I  have  sojourned 
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with  Laban,  and  sta3^ed  there  until  now:  and  I  have 
oxen,  and  asses,  flocks,  and  men  servants,  and  women 
servants:  and  I  have  sent  to  tell  my  lord,  that  I  may 
find  grace  in  thy  sight." 

But  Esau  sent  no  friendlv  answer  back.  When  the 
mes'sen-gers  came  again  to  Jacob,  they  told  him  that 
Esau  was  coming  to  meet  him,  and  four  hundred  men 
with  him. 

Jacob  was  greatly  afraid  and  distressed  when  he 
heard  this  news,  and  he  prayed  ear'nest-ly  that  the 
Lord  would  save  him  from  his  brother. 

Then  Jacob  sent  presents  to  Esau,—  a  herd  of  cattle, 
a  flock  of  sheep,  and  a  drove  of  camels,— with  friendly 
mes'sa-ges.  At  evening  he  sent  his  two  wives  and  his 
sons  and  all  that  he  had  across  the  brook  Jabbok; 
but  he  stayed  behind,  to  spend  the  night  alone  in  prayer ; 
for  he  knew  that  God  could  soften  Esau's  heart. 

This  was  the  most  won'der-ful  night  of  Jacob's 
life.  As  he  prayed,  sud'den-ly  there  was  with  him  a 
man,  who  laid  his  hand  on  Jacob.  It  was  a  lonely 
place,  and  Jacob  knew  there  were  wicked  men  in  that 
region,  who  would  gladly  kill  him  for  his  riches.  He 
was  afraid  of  the  stranger,  and  sprang  up  to  resist 
him..     The  Bible  tells  us  the  story  in  these  words :  — 

^^And  Jacob  was  left  alone;  and  there  wrestled  a 
man   with   him  until   the  breaking  of  the   day.     And 
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when  he  saw  that  he  prevailed  not  against  him,  he 
touched  the  hollow  of  his  thigh;  and  the  hollow  of 
Jacob's  thigh  was  out  of  joint,  as  he  wrestled  with  him.'^ 

Then    the    stranger    said    to 

Jacob,  ''Let  me  go,  for  the 

day  breaketh. ' '  But  Jacob 

answered,  ''I  will  not 

let  thee    go,    except 

thou  bless  me/'   For 

since  the  man  had 

touched  his  thigh, 

Jacob    knew    that 

he   was   a  heav'- 

en-l}^  mes'sen-ger. 

Then  the  stranger 

asked    Jacob, 

^'What    is    thy 

name"?"     And  when 

Jacob    told    him,    he 

said:  '^  Thy  name  shall 

'^'^-  be  called  no  more  Jacob, 

but  Is'ra-el :  for  as  a  prince 

hast    thou    power    with    God 

and  with  men,  and  hast  prevailed.''     ''And  he  blessed 

him  there."     And  Jacob  called  the  name  of  the  place 

Pe-ni'el:  for  I  have  seen  God  face  to  face,  and  my  life 

is  preserved." 

This  change  that  was  made  in  Jacob's  name  showed 
the  change  that  had  taken  place  in  his  char'ac-ter.  The 
name  Jacob  means  "  sup-plant'er. "  When  Jacob  re- 
ceived the  birthright  blessing,  Esau  said:  "Is  not  he 
rightly    named    Jacob?    for   he    hath    sup-plant^ed   me 
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these  two  times."  Now  Jacob  had  learned  to  trust 
in  God,  and  to  o-ver-come'  temp-ta'tion ;  so  his  name 
was  changed  to  Is'ra-el,  which  means  ^^  o-ver-com'er. " 
Before  Jesus  takes  those  who  are  o-ver-com'ers  to 
live  in  the  beau'ti-ful  new  earth,  he  will  give  to  each 
one  a  white  stone,  with  a  new  name  written  on  it.  No 
one  will  know  this  name  but  the  one  who  receives  it, 
and  the  One  who  gives  it.  And  this  new  name,  like 
the  new  name  that  was  given  to  Jacob,  will  tell  the 
char'ac-ter  of  each  one  to  whom  it  is  given;  that  is,  it 
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will  show  the  kind  of  life  he  lived  on  the  earth,  and 
how  he  o-ver-came'  sin. 

When  Jacob  un-der-stood'  that  it  was  the  Lord  who 
had  been  with  him  that  night,  and  blessed  him,  his  heart 
was  cheered  and  com'fort-ed;  for  he  knew  that  with 
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this  Helper  he  had  nothing  to  fear  from  Esau  and  his 
armed  guard.  When  Esau  came  in  sight,  Jacob  went 
to  meet  him,  and  bowed  himself  to  the  ground  seven 
times.  ' "  And  Esau  ran  to  meet  him,  and  embraced 
him,  and  fell  on  his  neck,  and  kissed  him:  and  they 
wept." 

Thus  the  Lord  softened  Esau's  heart,  and  changed 
his  purpose  to  harm  Jacob. 

At  last  ^^  Jacob  came  unto  Isaac  his  father  unto 
Mamre. '^  It  was  thirty  years  since  the  day  when,  in 
haste  and  fear,  he  had  fled  from  the  wrath  of  Esau. 
How  glad  the  aged  pa'tri-arch  must  have  been  to  wel- 
come his  son  home  again,  and  to  hear  from  his  own 
lips  how  the  Lord  had  blessed  him  during  the  long 
years  of  his  absence!  But  there  was  one  thing  to  make 
them  sad  —  Re-bek'ah,  Jacob's  mother,  was  dead.  As  a 
result  of  their  u-ni'ted  sin  of  deceit,  Ee-bek'ah  and 
Jacob,  who  loved  each  other  so  dearly,  never  saw  each 
other  after  his  hurried  de-par'ture  from  home. 

"  And  the  days  of  Isaac  were  an  hundred  and  four- 
score years.  And  Isaac  died,  and  was  gathered  unto 
his  people,  being  old  and  full  of  days :  and  his  sons  Esau 
and  Jacob  buried  him." 
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ACOB  had  twelve  sons,— Reuben,  Sim'e-on,  Levi, 
Judali,  Dan,  Napli'ta-li,  Gad,  Aslier,  Is'sa-cliar, 
Zeb'u-lun,  Joseph,  and  Ben'ja-min.  Most  of  them 
were  grown  when  Jacob  came  again  to  his  father's 
house;  but  Joseph  and  Ben'ja-min,  the  sons  of  Rachel, 
were  still  young. 

eToseph  was  a  Idnd-heart'ed,  gentle  boy,  pure  in 
heart  and  life.  Because  he  was  loving  and  o-be'di-ent, 
and  because  he  was  Rachers  son,  and  the  son  of  his 
old  age,  ^^Is'ra-el  loved  Joseph  more  than  all  his  chil- 
dren." When  Joseph's  brothers  saw  that  their  father 
loved  him  more  than  he  loved  them,  ^Hhey  hated  him, 
and  could  not  speak  j)eace'a-bly  unto  him." 

Now  Jacob  gave  to  Joseph  a  beau'ti-ful  coat  of 
many  colors.  The  coats  of  those  days  were  not  such 
garments  as  men  wear  now.  Those  worn 
by  the  common  people  were  short  and 
sleeveless,  reaching  only  to  the  knees; 
while  those  worn  by  the  princes,  or  rulers, 
were  long,  and  made  with  sleeves,  and 
were  often  of  rich  ma-te'ri-al  and  beau'ti- 
ful  colors.  It  was  such  a  coat  as  this  that 
Jacob  gave  to  his  younger  son;  and  when 
his    brothers    saw    it,    they    thought    that 
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tlieir  father  in-tend'ed  to  set  Joseph  above 
them. 

^^And  Joseph  dreamed  a  dream,  and  he 
told  it  to  his  brethren:  and  they  hated  him 
yet  the  more. 

''And  he  said  unto  them,  Hear,  I  pray 

you,  this  dream  whidi  I  have  dreamed:  for, 

behold,  we  were  l)inding  sheaves  in  the  field, 

.,.,,and,  lo,  my  sheaf  arose,  and  also  stood  up- 

■'  right ;  and,  behold,  your  sheaves  stood  round 

about,  and  made  o-bei'sance  to  my  sheaf." 

Joseph's  brothers  v/ere  angry  when  they  heard  this 

dream;  for  they  un-der-stood'  it  to  mean  that  Joseph 

would  one  day  rule  over  them. 

''And  his  brethren  said  to  him,  Shalt  thou  indeed 
reign  over  us^   or   shalt  thou  indeed  have   do-min'ion 
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over  us?     And  they  hated  him  yet  the  more  for  his 

dreams. ' ' 

After  this  Joseph  dreamed  another  dream,  Avhich  he 
also  told  to  his  father  and  his  brothers.  "Behold,  I 
have  dreamed  a  dream  more,"  he  said;  "and,  behold, 
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the  sun  and  the  moon  and  the  eleven  stars  made  o-bei'- 

sance  to  me." 

In  these  dreams  the  Lord  was  showing  Joseph  what 
would  come  to  pass  in  later  years;  but  it  would  have 
been  wiser  if  Joseph  had  not  told  his  dreams  to  hi^ 
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brothers,  and  thus  stirred  up  their  anger. 
Joseph's  brothers  did  not  let  their 
father  know  that  they  hated  the  boy.  So 
one  time  wlien  they  had  taken  the  flocks 
to  a  pasture  a  long  way  from  home,  Jacob 
sent  Joseph  to  see  how  they  were  getting 
along.  ' '  Go,  I  pray  thee, ' '  he  said,  ' '  see 
whether  it  be  well  with  thy  brethren,  and 
well  with  the  flocks;  and  bring  me  word  again." 
Joseph's  brothers  saw  him  coming,  and  while  he 
was  still  afar  off,  they  laid  plans  to  kill  him.  ^^  Be- 
hold, ' '  they  said  to  one  an-oth'er,  ' '  this  dreamer  cometh. 
Come  now  therefore,  and  let  us  slay  him,  and  cast  him 
into  some  i3it,  and  we  will  say.  Some  evil  beast  hath 
devoured  him:  and  we  shall  see  what  will  become  of 
his  dreams." 

Reuben  seems  to  have  been  more  kind-heart'ed  than 
the  others;  and  he  per-sua'ded  them  not  to  kill  Joseph, 
but  to  put  him  into  an  empty  pit  in  the  wil'der-ness. 
This  he  did  because  he  hoxjed  aft'er-ward  to  be  able  to 
take  Joseph  out,  and  send  him  back  to  his  father. 

^ '  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Jo- 
seph was  come  unto  his  brethren, 
that  the}^  stripped  Joseph  out  of  his 
coat,  his  coat  of  man}^  colors  that 
was  on  him;  and  they  took  him,  and 
cast  him  into  a  pit:  and  the  pit  was 
empty,  there  was  no  water  in  it." 

After  Joseph's  brothers  had  put 
him  in  the  pit,  and  left  him  there, 
hungry  and  weary  and  afraid,  they 
'^  sat  down  to  eat  bread."    This  shows 
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how  little  kindness  they  had  in  their  hearts  for  their 
younger  brother.  Reuben  was  not  with  them.  He  had 
taken  his  flock,  and  gone  away,  in-tend'ing  to  come 
back  qui'et-ly,  and  rescue  Joseph. 

As  the  brothers  were  eating,  they  looked  up,  and 
saw  a  com'pa-ny  of  Ish'ma-el-ites  from  GiFe-ad,  ' '  with 
their  camels  bearing  spi'cer-y  and  balm  and  myrrh, 
going  to  carry  it  down  to  Egypt. 

''  And  Judah  said  unto  his  brethren,  What  profit  is 
it  if  we  slay  our  brother,  and  conceal  his  blood?  Come, 
and  let  us  sell  him  to  the  Ish'ma-el-ites,  and  let  not 
our  hand  be  upon  him;  for  he  is  our  brother." 

The   brothers    liked    this   plan;    they 

^^were  content,"  the  Bible  tells  us. 

So  when  the  merchants  passed  n^^^^ 

the  place  where  Joseph's  eO^i^) 

brothers    were,    they  M        W''^ 

drew  him  out  w^^x 

of  the  pit,  /  (^\        ^ihjOl      \/\  \^  A^.x^im<-^^< 

J   Tm         mil  mm       ^i  y^^^U" ■■■■■■  ■ 
and  sold  £    \  ||        ^'iSnU 

m  .w    \\        • ■  the  Ish'- 

ma-el-ites 

/^^^'^'''^'^'^ "''  fortwenty 

..-  pieces   of   silver: 

^r  W/iMWF  '"  ^^^  ^^^^^  brought  Jo- 

'''^J^SiM^l  seph  into  Egypt.     Think 

for  a  moment  of  that  day 
'■:i)-lt^:['  in  Joseph's  life.     Weary  and 

^i^fe': ■•'■*''  footsore  from  his  long  journey, 
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he    came    to    the    fields    where 
his  brothers  were  watching  the 


BEHOLD^  THIS   DREAMER   COMETH 


sheep.  How  happy  he  was  to  find  them!  Surely  they 
would  be  glad  to  see  him,  too,  and  offer  him  food  and 
rest.  They  would  welcome  and  shelter  him,  and  give 
him  courage  for  the  long  journey  home  again.     Per- 


136 


Easy  Steps  in  the  Bihle  Story 


liaps  one  of  them  would  even  return 
with  him.  It  was  such  a  long  way  — 
more  than  sixty-five  miles  —  to  go  alone. 
But  cruel  envy  and  jeaFous-y  filled 
the  hearts  of  Joseph's  brothers.  There 
was  no  word  of  welcome  for  the  weary 
1)oy,  no  offer  of  food  and  water,  nothing 
but  anger  and  hatred  and  un-kind'ness. 
How  Joseph's  heart  must  have  ached 
when  he  was  stripped  of  his  coat,  and 
cast  into  the  pit!  And  when,  later,  he 
was  drawn  up,  and  sold  to  the  mer- 
chants, how  he  must  have  pleaded  with 
his  brothers  to  save  him,  and  let  him  see  his  dear  father 
once  more!  They  were  strong  men;  it  was  their  duty 
to  protect  their  young  brother,  to  shield  him  from  harm 
and  danger,  but  hate  and  envy  hardened  their  hearts, 
and  they  woukl  not  listen  to  his  cries. 

^^And  Eeuben  returned  unto  the  pit;  and,  behold, 
Joseph  was  not  in  the  pit;  and  he  rent  his  clothes. 
And  he  returned  unto  his  brethren,  and  said,  The  child 
is  not;  and  I,  whither  shall  I  go?" 

But  though  Reuben  was  gi'ieved  because  Joseph  had 
been  sold  as  a  slave,  and  taken  away  to  Egypt,  he 
agreed  with  his  brothers  to  deceive  Jacob.  So  they 
dipped  the  beau'ti-ful,  bright-corored  coat  in  the  blood 
of  a  kid,  and  brought  it  to  their  father,  and  said: 
*^  This  have  we  found:  know  now  whether  it  be  thy 
son's  coat  or  no." 
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When  Jacob  saw  the  coat,  he  said,  ^  ^  It  is  my  son 's 
coat ;  an  evil  beast  hath  devoured  him. "  ''  And  Jacob 
rent  his  clothes,  and  put  sackcloth  upon  his  loins,  and 
mourned  for  his  son  many  days.  And  all  his  sons  and 
all  his  daughters  rose  up  to  comfort  him;  but  he  re- 
fused to  be  com'f ort-ed. " 

JOSEPH    IN    EGYPT 

"When  the  men  who  bought  Joseph  came  to  Egypt, 
they  sold  him  to  be  the  slave  of  Pot'i-phar,  the  captain 
of  the  king's  guard.  Joseph  was  only  sev'en-teen  years 
old  when  he  became  the  E-gyp'tian's  servant;  but, 
though  he  was  so  young,  he  was  faithful  in  eve'ry-thing 
that  he  had  to  do,  and  the  Lord  blessed  him,  and  for  his 
sake  blessed  the   E-gyp'tian's   house   also. 

For  ten  years  Joseph  lived  in  Pot'i- 
phar's  house  as  his  honored  servant;  then, 
because  he  would  not  do  wrong,  he  was 
falsely  accused,  and  cast  into  prison. 

But  the  Lord  was  with  Joseph  in  the 
prison,  and  ' '  gave  him  favor  in  the  sight 
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of  the  keeper."     Soon  Joseph  was  given  charge  of 
all  the  other  pris'on-ers. 

One  morning  as   Joseph  went   about   among  the 
pris'on-ers,  he  noticed  two  men  who  looked  troubled, 
and  he  spoke  kindly  to  them.     ^^  Wherefore  look  ye 
so  sadly  to-day?''  he  asked 

^^We  have  dreamed  a  dream,"  both  the  men  an- 
swered; and  then  thej^  said  there  was  no  one  to  tell 
them  what  these  dreams  meant. 

Josei^h  answered  the  men,  and  said:  "  Do  not  in-ter- 
pre-ta'tions  belong  to  God'?  tell  me  them,  I  pray  you." 
So  the  men  told  him  their  dreams;  and  the  Lord 
gave  Joseph  wisdom  to  tell  what  the  dreams  meant. 
One  of  these  men  was  the  king's  chief  butler.  *'And 
the  chief  butler  told  his  dream  to  Joseph,  and  said 
to  him.  In  my  dream,  behold,  a  vine  was  before  me; 

^  and  in  the  vine  were  three  branches : 
and  it  was  as  though  it  budded,  and 
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her    blossoms    shot    forth;    and   the 
clusters  thereof  brought  forth  ripe 
grapes:   and  Pharaoh's  cup  was  in  my 
hand :  and  I  took  the  grapes,  and  pressed 
them  into  Pharaoh's  cup,  and  I  gave  the 
cup  into  Pharaoh's  hand." 

^^  And  Joseph  said  unto  him,  This  is  the  in-ter- 
pre-ta'tion  of  it:  The  three  branches  are  three 
days:  yet  within  three  days  shall  Pharaoh  lift  up 
thine  head,  and  restore  thee  unto  thy  place:  and 
thou  shalt  de-liv'er  Pharaoh's  cup  into  his  hand, 
after  the  former  manner  when  thou  wast  his  butler." 
The  chief  butler  seemed  to  feel  grateful  when  he 
heard  the  meaning  of  his  dream;  and  Joseph,  who 
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knew  that  lie  himself  had  done  nothing  for  which  he 
should  be  cast  into  prison,  asked  the  man  to  speak 
to  the  king,  and  request  that  he  be  set  free.  ''  Show 
kindness,  I  pray  thee,  unto  me,"  he  said,  ^'and  make 


JOSEPH    TALKS    WITH    THE    CHIEF    BUTLER    AND    THE     CHIEF    BAKER 

mention  of  me  unto  Pharaoh,,  and  bring  me  out  of  this 

house." 

When  the  chief  baker  heard  the  meaning  of  the 
chief  butler's  dream,  he  said  to  Joseph:  ^^  I  also  was 
in  my  dream,  and,  behold,  three  baskets  of  white  bread 
were  on  my  head:  and  in  the  up'per-most  basket  there 
was  of  all  manner  of  baked  food  for  Pharaoh ;  and  the 
birds   did   eat   them   out    of   the   basket   upon   my 

head." 

Joseph    told   the    chief   baker    that   his    dream 
meant  that  in  three  days  he  would  be  put  to  death. 


~\^. 
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In  three  days  Pharaoh  made  a  feast  to  all  his  serv- 
ants. Then  he  sent  to  the  prison,  and  called  for  the 
chief  butler  and  the  chief  baker.  When  they  were 
come,  he  restored  the  chief  butler  to  his  place;  but  the 
chief  baker  was  put  to  death. 

Would  you  not  think  that  the  chief  butler  would 
have  re-mem'bered  Joseph,  and  s^Doken  to  the  king 
about  his  kindness  in  the  prison?  But  when  all  was 
well  with  him,  the  chief  butler  did  not  re-mem'ber 
Joseph,  but  forgot  him.  And  Joseph  was  left  two  full 
years  longer  in  the  prison. 

JOSEPH    AS    RULER    OF    EGYPT 

One  night  Pharaoh  had  two  dreams,  and  none  of 
his  wise  men  were  able  to  tell  him  their  meaning. 
Then  the  chief  butler  re-mem'bered  Joseph,  and  told 
the  king  how  a  young  man,  a  Hebrew,  had  told  the 
meaning  of  his  dream  and  of  that  of  the  chief  baker. 
The  king  sent  for  Joseph  at  once;  and  they  brought 
him  ha'sti-ly  out  of  the  dungeon. 

When  Joseph  had  shaved  himself,  and  changed  his 
garments,  he  was  taken  before  Pharaoh. 

^^And  Pharaoh  said  unto  eToseph,  I  have  dreamed 
a  dream,  and  there  is  none  that  can  in-ter'pret  it:  and 
I  have  heard  say  of  thee,  that  thou  canst  un-der-stand' 
a  dream  to  in-ter'pret  it." 

Joseph  did  not  take  any  credit  to  himself  for  his 
wisdom,  but  gave  all  the  praise  to  God. 

^^  It  is  not  in  me,"  he  declared;  but  added  the  cheer- 
ing words,  ^^God  shall  give  Pharaoh  an  answer  of 
peace." 

In  thus  giving  the  praise  to  God,  Joseph  bore  a 
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faithful  witness  before  the  king,  Avho  was  a  heathen, 
and  worshiped  idols.  It  was  ])eeause  Joseph  was  so 
faithful  wher-ev'er  he  was,  that  the  Lord  could  bless 
him  as  he  did. 

Then  Pharaoh  told  Joseph  his  dreams. 

*^  In  my  dream,"  the  king  said,  ^^I  stood  upon  the 
bank  of  the  river :  and,  behold,  there  came  up  out  of  the 
river  seven  kine,  fat-fleshed  and  well-f a'vored ;  and  they 


^ 


fed  in  a  meadow:  and,  behold,  seven  other  kine  came 
up  after  them,  poor  and  very  ill-fa'vored  and  lean- 
fleshed,  such  as  I  never  saw  in  all  the  land  of  Egypt  for 
badness:  and  the  lean  and  the  ill-fa'vored  kine  did  eat 
up  the  flrst  seven  fat  kine:  and  when  they  had  eaten 
them  up,  it  could  not  be  known  that  they  had  eaten 
them;  but  they  were  still  ill-fa'vored,  as  at  the  be- 
gin'ning. ' ' 

This  was  the  first  dream.  The  king  awoke,  and  after 
a  while  he  slept  again,  and  had  an-oth'er  dream. 

"  I  saw  in  my  dream,"  the  king  said,  ''  and,  behold, 
seven  ears  came  up  in  one  stalk,  full  and  good:  and, 
behold,  seven  ears,  withered,  thin,  and  blasted  with  the 
east  wind,  sprung  up  after  them :  and  the  thin  ears  de- 
voured the  seven  good  ears." 
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Joseph  told  the  king  that  both  these  dreams 

meant   the    same   thing,— that   there   would   be 

seven  years  of  plenty,  followed  by  seven  years 

of   famine.     ' '  Now    therefore, ' '   added   Joseph, 

^^let  Pharaoh  look  out  a  man  discreet 

and  wise,  and  set  him  over  the  land  of 

Egypt."     This   man,   he   said,   should 

appoint  others  to  work  for  him;  and 

during  the  seven  years  of  plenty,  they 

should  store  up   food    for  the  future 

years  of  famine. 

Pharaoh  at  once  called  his  coun'- 
sel-ors  to-geth'er,  and  laid  the  matter 
before  them.  "  Can  we  find  such  a 
one  as  this,  a  man  in  whom  the  Spirit 
of  God  is  ?  "  he  inquired.  There  were 
many  wise  men,  many  who  were  dis- 
creet, but  onl}^  one  in  whom  the  Spirit  of  God  was 
found.  So  Pharaoh  called  Joseph  to  him,  and  said :  — 
"  For-as-much'  as  God  hath  showed  thee  all  this, 
there  is  none  so  discreet  and  wise  as  thou  art:  thou 
shalt  be  over  my  house,  and  ac-cord'ing  unto  thy  word 
shall  all  my  people  be  ruled." 

So  Pharaoh  made  Joseph  ruler  over  all  the  land  of 
Egypt;  and  he  '^  took  off  his  ring  from  his  hand,  and 
put  it  upon  Joseph's  hand,  and  arrayed  him  in  ves- 
tures of  fine  linen,  and  put  a  gold  chain  about  his 
neck;  and  he  made  him  to  ride  in  the  second  charl-ot 
which  he  had;  and  they  cried  before  him,  Bow  the 
knee." 
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Joseph  was  not  made  proud  by  these  honors,  but, 
trusting  only  in  the  Lord  for  wisdom,  quiekl}^  laid  plans 
to  prej^are  for  the  seven  j^ears  of  famine.  In  every 
city  and  town  in  the  kingdom  he  l)uilt  store'hous-es, 
and  ap-point'ed  men  to  fill  them  with  grain. 

^^And  Joseph  gathered  corn  as  the  sand  of  the  sea, 
very  much,  until  he  left  num'ber-ing;  for  it  was  with- 
out nmxber. " 

When  the  seven  years  were  passed,  the  famine  came, 
not  only  in  Egypt,  where  the  people  were  prepared  to 
meet  it,  but  over  all  the  earth.  It  was  se-verely  felt  in 
Canaan,  the  home  of  Jacob,  Joseph's  father. 

^^And  all  countries  came  into  Egypt  to  Joseph  for 
to  buy  corn." 

JOSEPH'S    BROTHERS    COME    TO    EGYPT 

"  Now  when  Jacob  saw  that  there  was  corn  in  Egypt, 
Jacob  said  unto  his  sons,  Wh}^  do  ye  look  one  upon 
an-oth'er'?  And  he  said.  Behold,  I  have  heard  that 
there  is  corn  in  Egypt:  get  you  down  thither,  and  buy 
for  us  from  thence ;  that  we  may  live,  and  not  die. 

''  And  Joseph's  ten  brethren  went  down  to  buy  corn 
in  Egypt." 

""  And  Joseph  was  the  gov'er-nor  over  the  land,  and 
he  it  was  that  sold  to  all  the  people  of  the  land:  and 

Joseph's  brethren 
came  and  bowed 
down  themselves  be- 
fore him  with  their 
faces  to  the  earth. 
A  n  d    Joseph    saw 
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he  knew  tliem,  but  made  himself  strange  unto  them, 
and  spake  roughly  unto  them;  and  he  said  unto  them, 
Whence  come  ye  '^  " 

The  men  answered,  "  From  the  land  of  Canaan  to 
buy  food." 

"  And  Joseph  knew  his  brethren,  but  they  knew  not 
him. ' ' 

As  Joseph  re-mem'bered  the  evil  ways  of  these  men, 
and  their  cru'el-ty  to  him,  and  how  they  had  mocked  at 
his  dreams,  he  spoke  harshly  to  them,  and  accused  them 
of  having  come  down  to  spy  out  the  leanness  of  the 
land.  ''  Ye  are  spies,"  said  Joseph;  "  to  see  the  na'ked- 
ness  of  the  land  ye  are  come." 

Then  the  men  answered:  ""  Nay,  my  lord,  but  to  buy 
food  are  thy  servants  come."  They  declared  they  were 
not  spies,  but  true  men. 

''  Thy  servants  are  twelve  brethren,"  they  said,  ''  the 
sons  of  one  man  in  the  land  of  Canaan;  and,  behold,  the 
youngest  is  this  day  with  our  father,  and  one  is  not." 

Now,  said  the  ruler  of  Egypt,  I  will  see  if  you  are 
telling  the  truth.  One  of  you  shall  return  to  your  land, 
and  bring  your  youngest  brother  to 
me.  In  this  way  shall  your  words 
be  proved,  that  I  may  know  whether 
there  is  any  truth  in  you. 

Then  Joseph  put  his  brothers  in 
prison  for  three  days.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  brought  them  out, 
and  told  them  that  one  of  them 
should  remain  bound  in  the  prison. 
The  others  might  return  home  with 
food  for  their  faml-lies,  pro-vi'ded 
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they  would  bring  their  youngest  brother  down  to  hhii 
when  they  eanie  again  to  get  food. 

So  Joseph  bound   Sim'e-on  before  the  eyes  of  his 
brothers,  and,  com-mand'ing  that  their  sacks  l)e  filled 
with  corn,  he  sent  them  awav.     He  told  his  stew- 
ard  pri^^ate-ly  to  put  every  man's  money  in  the 
sack  with  his  corn.     Wlien  his  brothers  found  this 
money,  their  hearts  failed  them.     There  was  no 
^_  food  to  be  had  except  in  Egypt,  and  how  w^ould 
;^   they  dare  return  to  that  land,  to  be  charged 
with  being  thieves  as  well  as  spies? 

When  Jacob  heai'd  the  whole  story,  his  sor- 
row^ was  great,  and  he  said :  ' '  My  son  shall  not  go  down 
with  you;  for  his  brother  is  dead,  and  he  is  left  alone: 
if  mischief  befall  him  by  the  w^ay  in  the  which  ye  go, 
then  shall  ye  bring  down  my  gray  hairs  with  sorrow  to 
the  grave."  Joseph  and  Ben'ja-min  were  the  only  sons 
of  Rachel,  whom  Jacob  had  loved  so  dearly. 

THE    SECOND    JOURNEY 

**  And  the  famine  was  sore  in  the  land.'' 

^^And  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  had  eaten  up  the 
corn  which  they  had  brought  out  of  Egypt,  their  father 
said  unto  them.  Go  again,  buy  us  a  little  food. 

^^And  Judah  spake  unto  him,  saying.  The  man  did 
soFemn-ly  protest  unto  us,  saying.  Ye  shall  not  see  my 
face,  except  your  brother  be  with  you." 

^*And  Is'ra-el  said.  Wherefore  dealt  ye  so  ill  with 
me,  as  to  tell  the  man  whether  ye  had  yet  a  brother? 

'^  And  they  said.  The  man  asked  us  straitly  of  our 
state,  and  of  our  kindred,  saying.  Is  your  father  yet 
alive?  have  ve  an-oth'er  brother?" 


The  Story  of  Joseph 


149 


Jacob 's  f am'i-ly  were  in  great  need ;  so  at  last  Jacob 
told  his  sons  they  might  take  Ben'ja-min  with  them. 
Judah  soremn-ly  promised  to  watch  over  him,  and 
bring  him  back  safely.  ' '  Send  the  lad  with  me, ' '  he 
said,  ' '  and  we  will  arise  and  go ;  that  we  may  live,  and 
not  die,  both  we,  and  thon,  and  also  our  little  ones.  I 
will  be  surety  for  him;  of  my  hand  shalt  thou  require 
him:  if  I  bring  him  not  unto  thee,  and  set  him  before 
thee,  then  let  me  bear  the  blame  for-ev'er." 

Then  Jacob  said  to  his  sons :  ^  ^  If  it  must  be  so  now, 
do  this ;  take  of  the  best  fruits  in  the  land  in  your  ves- 
sels, and  carry  dowm  the  man  a  present,  a  little  balm, 
and  a  little  honey,  spices,  and  myrrh,  nuts,  and  almonds : 
and  take  double  money  in  your  hand;  and  the  money 
that  was  brought  again  in  the  mouth  of  your  sacks, 
carry  it  again  in  your  hand;  per-ad-ven'ture  it  was  an 
o'ver-sight:  take  also  your  brother,  and  arise,  go  again 
unto  the  man:  and  God  Al-might'y  give  you  mercy 
before  the  man,  that  he  may  send  away  your  other 
brother,  and  Ben'ja-min.  If  I  am  bereaved  of  my  chil- 
dren, I  am  bereaved." 

So  the  sons  of  Jacob  went  again  to  the  house  of 
Joseph,  and  brought  the  present  w^hich  was  in  their 
hand  into  the  house,  and  bowed  themselves  to  him  to 
the  earth. 

*^And  he  asked  them  of  their  welfare,  and  said,  Is 
your  father  well,  the  old  man  of  whom  ye  spake  ^  Is 
he  yet  alive'?  " 

^^And  they  answered.  Thy  servant  our  father  is  in 
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good  health,  he  is  yet  alive.  And  they  bowed  do^^^l 
their  heads,  and  made  o-bei'sanee. "  Sim'e-on,  who  had 
been  brought  out  of  prison,  was  with  them. 

When  Joseph  saw  Ben'ja-min,  his  dearly  loved 
younger  brother,  he  said,  ^*  God  be  gracious  unto  thee, 
my  son."  Then  he  ha'sti-ly  ^'  entered  into  his  chamber, 
and  wept  there.  And  he  washed  his  face,  and  went  out, 
and  refrained  himself,  and  said,  Set  on  bread." 

Joseph  had  told  his  steward  to  prepare  a  dinner, 
and  invite  these  men  to  eat  with  him  that  day.  They 
were  to  eat  at  the  same  time,  and  in  the  same  room,  but 


not  at  the  same  table.  Joseph  was  next  to  the  king  in 
power,  and  liad  a  table  by  himself.  The  E-gyp'tians 
also  were  seated  by  themselves;  for  it  was  a  law  of  the 
E-gyp'tians  that  they  must  not  sit  at  the  same  table 
with  those  of  other  nations. 

When    the    dinner    was    ready,    Joseph    seated    his 
brothers  ac-cordlng  to  their  ages,  at  a  table  by  them- 


The  Story  of  Joseph 


151 


selves.  And  tliey  marveled  one  to  an-oth'er  that  he 
should  know  their  ages.  Then  he  honored  them  by 
sending  to  them  food  from  his  own  table.  To  Ben'ja- 
min  he  gave  five  times  as  much  as  to  the  others.  This 
he  did  to  see  if  his  brothers  were  en'vi-ous  of  Ben'ja- 
min,  as  they  had  been  of  him;  but  they  had  had  a  bitter 
lesson,  and  the  sight  of  their  father's  eon-tin'ued 
mourning  for  Joseph  led  them  to  cherish 
Ben'ja-min  as  ten'der-ly,  and  to  guard  him  as 
f aith'f ul-ly,  as  Jacob  himself  could  wish. 

When  the  time  came  for  the  brothers  to  go 
back  to  Canaan,  Josej)h  called  his  steward  to 
him,  and  said :  — 

^^  Fill  the  men's  sacks  with  food,  as  much 
as  they  can  carry,  and  put  every  man's  money 
in  his  sack's  mouth.  And  put  my  cup,  the 
silver  cup,  in  the  sack's  mouth  of  the  young- 
est, and  his  corn  money." 

The  steward  did  as  Joseph  com-mand'ed; 
and  very  early  in  the  morning  the  men  went 
away. 

They  were  glad  to  go;  for  they  may  have 
been  afraid  that  the  gov'er-nor  would  wish  to 
keep  Ben'ja-min.  But  they  had  gone  only  a 
little  way  when  the  steward  came  ha'sti-ly 
after  them,  and  asked  them  why  they  had  re- 
turned evil  for  good,  and  stolen  his  lord's  cup. 

•The  brothers  knew  they  had  not  stolen  the 
cup.  So  sure  were  they  that  the  cup  was 
not  with  them,  that  they  said  the  one  with 
whom  the  cup  was  found  should  die,  and  the 
others   would   become   the   gov'er-nor's   slaves. 
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^riioy  quickly  took  down  their  sacks  and  opened 
tlunii,  to  show  the  steward  that  the  enj)  Avas  not 
there.  ''  And  he  searched,  and  Ix^gan  at  the  eldest, 
and  left  at  the  youngest:  and  the  c^up  w^as  found 
in  Ben'ja-min's  sack.  Then  they  rent  their 
clothes,  and  laded  every  man  his  ass,  and  returned  to 
the  city." 

With  heavy  hearts  they  w^ent  to  Joseph's  house,  and 
bowed  before  him  on  the  ground,  thus  ful-firiing  again 
the  dream  he  had  had  so  many  years  before.  Joseph  lis- 
tened to  their  w^ords,  and  fi'nal-ly  told  them  to  get  up, 
and  go  in  peace  to  their  father.  But  Ben'ja-min  must 
stay  with  him. 

Then  Judali  told  Joseph  of  his  aged  father's  love 
for  this  son;  and  how,  at  first,  he  had  refused,  even  in 
the  face  of  famine,  to  let  him  go  aw^ay.  He  told  Joseph 
that  he  had  become  surety  for  the  lad,  and  begged  to 
be  allow^ed  to  stay  in  his  place. 

^^Kow  therefore,"  said  he,  ^^w^hen  I  come  to  thy 
servant  my  father,  and  the  lad  be  not  with  us;  seeing 
that  his  life  is  bound  up  in  the  lad's  life;  it  shall  come 
to  pass,  when  he  seeth  that  the  lad  is  not  with  us,  that 
he  wdll  die :  and  thy  servants  shall  bring  down  the  gray 
hairs  of  thy  servant  our  father  with  sorrow^  to  the 
grave." 

^^Now^  therefore,"  he  urged,  ^^I  pray  thee,  let  thy 
servant  abide  instead  of  the  lad  a  bondman  to  my  lord; 
and  let  the  lad  go  u})  with  his  brethren.    For  how  shall 
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I  go  up  to  my  father,  and  the  lad  be  not  with  me'?  lest 
per-ad-ven'ture  I  see  the  evil  that  shall  come  on  my 

father." 

By  this  Joseph  knew  that  his  brothers  loved  Ben'ja- 
min  and  honored  their  father;  and,  sending  out  of  the 
room  all  those  that  stood  by,  he  made  himself  known  to 
them,  saying,  ''  I  am  Joseph;  doth  my  father  yet  live?  '' 

When   they   heard   these   words     Joseph's   brothers 
were    much    afraid;    for    they 
thought    he    would    surely    kill 
them.     But  he   called   them 
to  him,   and  told  them   not 
to  be  grieved  or  angry  with 
themselA'es  because  they  had 
sold  him  as  a  slave.     ''For 
God,''  he  said,  "  did  send 
me   before   you   to    pre- 
serve life." 

"  And   he    fell    upon 
his  brother  Ben'ja-min's 
neck,    and    wept ;    and 
Ben' j  a-min   wept   upon 
his  neck.     More-o'ver  he   kissed 
all  his  brethren,  and  wept  upon 
them."     He   cherished  no   revenge,   but   forgave  them 
freely.     ''After  that  his  brethren  talked  Avith  him." 

Joseph  told  his  brothers  to  return  at  once  to  their 
father,  and  bring  him  and  all  his  household  to  Egypt; 
for  there  were  still  five  years  of  famine  to  come.  He 
gave  them  wagons  to  bring  back  their  faml-lies,  and 
sent  rich  presents  of  the  good  things  of  Egypt  to  his 
father,  with  corn  and  bread  and  meat. 
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*'  So  lie  sent  his  brethren  awa}^  and  they  de-part'ed : 
and  he  said  unto  them,  See  that  ye  fall  not  out  by  the 

way." 

When  Jacob's  sons  told  their  father  all  that  had 
taken  place,  his  ^^  heart  fainted,  for  he  believed  them 
not/'  But  when  he  saw  the  wagons  and  the  gifts,  hope 
revived,  and  he  said:  ''  It  is  enough;  Joseph  my  son  is 
yet  alive:  I  will  go  and  see  him  before  I  die." 

JACOB    IN    EGYPT 

So  Jacob  took  his  sons  and  their  wives,  and  all 
that  he  had,  and  went  down  to  Egypt.     Joseph  came 

out  to  meet  him  at  Goshen;  ''and 
he  fell  on  his  neck,  and  wept  on 
his  neck  a  good  while." 

''And  Pharaoh   spake  unto   Jo- 
seph,   saying.    Thy   father    and   thy 
brethren   are    come   unto   thee:   the 
land  of  Egypt  is  before  thee ;  in  the 
best   of  the   land  make  thy   father 
and  brethren  to  dwell;  in  the  land 
of  Goshen  let  them   dwell;   and   if  thou   knowest 
any  men  of   ac-tivl-ty  among  them,  then  make  them 
rulers  over  my  cattle." 

So  "Is'ra-el  dwelt  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  in  the 
country  of  Goshen;  and  they  had.  pos-ses'sions  therein, 
and  grew,  and  murti-plied  ex-ceed'ing-ly. " 

Jacob  was  one  hundred  and  thirty  years  old  when 
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he  went  down  to  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  he  lived  there 
sev'en-teen  years.  When  the  time  drew  near  for  him 
to  die,  he  asked  Joseph  to  j^romise  that  his  body  should 
be  taken  back  to  the  land  of  Canaan  for  bur'i-al.  He 
also  blessed  Joseph  and  his  two  sons,  Ma-nas'seh  and 
Eph^ra-im.     The  last  act  of  Jacob's  life  was  to  call  all 


JACOB    BLESSES    HIS    SONS 


his  sons  to  him,  and  bless  them,  and  tell  them  what 
would  befall  them  in  the  last  davs. 

Joseph's  grief  at  the  death  of  his  father  was  deep: 
and  he  ^^fell  upon  his  father's  face,  and  wept  upon 
him,  and  kissed  him."  After  the  days  of  mourning 
were  over,  he  went  to  Pharaoh,  and  said :  ' '  Let  me  go 
up,  I  pray  thee,  and  bury  my  father,  and  I  will  come 
again."  And  Pharaoh  said,  ^^  Go  up  and  bury  thy 
father,  as  he  made  thee  swear." 

^^  And  Joseph  went  up  to  bury  his  father:  and  with 
him  went  up  all  the  servants  of  Pharaoh,  the  elders  of 
his  house,  and  all  the  elders  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and 
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all  the  house  of  Joseph,  and  his  brethren,  and  his 
father's  house:  only  their  little  ones,  and  their  flocks, 
and  their  herds,  they  left  in  the  land  of  Goshen.  And 
tliei'o  went  up  with  him  both  char'i-ots  and  horsemen: 
and  it  was  a  very  great  com'pa-ny." 

And  his  sons  "  carried  him  into  the  land  of  Canaan, 
and  buried  him  in  the  cave  of  the  field  of  Mach-pe'lah, " 
where  A'bra-ham  and  Isaac  were  laid. 

^^And  Joseph  returned  into  Egypt,  he,  and  his 
brethren,  and  all  that  went  up  with  him  to  bury  his 
father." 

^^And  Joseph  dwelt  in  Egypt,  he,  and  his  father's 
house:  and  Joseph  lived  an  hundred  and  ten  years. 
And  Joseph  saw  Eph'ra-im's  children  of  the  third  gen- 
er-a'tion:  the  children  also  of  Machir  the  son  of  Ma- 
nas'seh  were  brought  up  upon  Joseph's  knees.  And 
Joseph  said  unto  his  brethren,  I  die:  and  God  will 
surely  visit  you,  and  bring  you  out  of  this  land  unto 
the  land  which  he  sware  to  A'bra-ham,  to  Isaac,  and  to 
Jacob.  And  Joseph  took  an  oath  of  the  children  of 
Is'ra-el,  saying,  God  will  surely  visit  you,  and  ye  shall 
carry  up  my  bones  from  hence." 


